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Burundi 
Unfolding of Unrest, Restoral of Peace Discussed 


Kanyenkiko Holds News Conference 


41802210195 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Following the end of the 
conference on refugees yesterday, Prime Minister Ana- 
tole Kanyenkiko held a news conference with foreign 
correspondents. The conference mainly centered on 
Burundi’s current government crisis. In his opening 
address, Prime Minister Anatole Kanyenkiko first iden- 
tified those responsible for the crisis as the same as those 
responsible for the crisis that preceded the one in 
progress, and their objectives. 


[Begin Kanyenkiko recording] I believe that those 
responsible are primarily those who categorically refused 
to adhere to the logic of the convention of government. 
Here I would like to cite one of the !3 registered parties 
which refused to sign the convention—- the National 
Recovery Party. I am also targeting dissidents in the 
majority party, the Front for Democracy in Burundi 
[Frodebu], who pretended to adhere to the convention of 
government. The others are those who view the conven- 
tion of government not as a system of joint management, 
but as a springboard to regain posts they recently lost. 
They are exploiting the convention of government. 
When it coincides with their interests, they adhere to it. 
When it does not, they circumvent it. 


What are, according to us, their objectives? They are 
clear. In any case, they are spelled out without beating 
about the bush. 


|. There are those who want to speedily invalidate the 
convention of government. For some, this constitutes a 
gateway through which to attack the 1992 Constitution. 
The first group want to invalidate the convention of 
government to force political partners to agree to run the 
country on the basis of the June 1993 elections, and 
according to the March 1992 Constitution. Others go 
even farther. For them, it is a gateway toward invali- 
dating the March 1992 Constitution. This would enable 
them to reject the Frodebu regime, and with it Frodebu’s 
victory in 1993. 


What has been referred to as the crisis of the National 
Assembly, or the Minani crisis, and what is today 
referred to as the premiership crisis, that of the govern- 
ment, or, in other words, the Kanyenkiko crisis, are 
simply pretexts, pretexts to be better armed, or perhaps 
to test their weapons and achieve their objectives. 


Concerning the crisis at the National Assembly, it was 
solved exactly in conformity with what the actors I have 
talked about wanted. 


On 15 February I decided to ask the president of the 
Republic to consult the opposition political alliance with a 
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view to naming a new prime minister, in order to resolve 
the ambiguity and, by and large, to expose this as a simple 
pretext to bring about the invalidation of the convention 
and the Constitution, thereby regaining power, by force if 
need be. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Ntibantunganya on Situation 


LD1902115195 Paris Radio France International in 
French 0630 GMT 19 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In Burundi the mini-summit of 
four presidents due to be held after the international 
conference on refugees in Bujumbura has been canceled. 
The United Nations blamed the failure on the absence of 
these leaders. 


Burundian President [Sylvestre Ntibantunganya] held a 
news conference yesterday. He spoke mainly of the 
internal political crisis marked by violent incidents, 
strike calls issued by the opposition mainly Tutsi Union 
for National Progress [Uprona] and by the difficulties 
encountered in finding a prime minister. The Burundian 
president spoke at length of relations between the gov- 
ernment, the people, and the Army. 


[Begin Ntibantunganya recording] During this crisis | 
believe that [words indistinct] things as they are. There was 
a time when we had [words indistinct]. particularly con- 
cerning a visible repression of those who took advantage of 
strike calls to launch terrorist actions in the country, and 
particularly in Bujumbura. We can question if these 
actions were really seen by security forces as unlawful 
actions which had to be repressed. [end recording] 


[Announcer] The Burundian president did not shy away 
from saying that Burundi could suffer a genocide worse 
than neighboring Rwanda thanks to a succession of 
crises. In these conditions Sylvestre Ntibantunganya did 
not rule out calling on an international buffer force. Let’s 
listen again to the Burundian president: 


{Begin Ntibantunganya recording] To answer your ques- 
tion I would like to ask another one. Unfortunately. all 
Burundians are not gathered here, but I would ask the 
Burundians: Would you prefer a genocide, a double geno- 
cide, or a foreign intervention, if we were to get to that 
extreme situation? It is up to them to answer. We have not 
reached the final step. I will wait to see the outcome of the 
current situation with the installation of a new govern- 
ment, then all alibis will be invalid. [end recording] 


[Announcer] According to humanitarian sources 
speaking in Bujumbura yesterday, about 15,000 Burun- 
dian and Rwandan Hutus reportedly fled to Tanzania 
from Burundi in the last few days following repressive 
actions carried out by the Burundian Army. 


President Wants Militias Disarmed 


EA1902204795 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[Passages in quotation marks recorded] 
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[FBIS Translated Excerpt} The president held a news 
conference yesterday for the national and international 
press. During the news conference, President Sylvestre 
Ntibantunganya once again discussed disarmament: 


[Ntibantunganya] “Disarmament must be total in 
Burundi. This means that all the civilians in possession 
of weapons must be disarmed. And, if what has so far 
happened, [words indistinct] critics, some more funda- 
mental than other, this means that the disarmament 
policy has not been properly carried out. Thus, this 
would mean that it should be reviewed without neces- 
sarily questioning it. 


‘Today there are weapons everywhere. Hutus have them 
and Tutsis have them. They are availabie in Kamenge 
and, likewise, they are in Nyakabiga. There are even 
some constituencies which are referred to as entrenched 
camps for militias, whether Hutu or Tutsi. It was said, 
and the local press has reported this, that in Kamenge it 
is the Hutus, while others say Nyakabiga has become the 
main base and barracks for the Tutsi milita, and Cibi- 
toke is today reported to have impressive quantities of 
arms, which are said to have been distributed by a 
certain politician. In other words, disarmament must not 
have preferences, political or ethnical, and if those 
responsible for disarmament do not take this reality into 
account, they are not doing a good job, and that should 
be [word indistinct]. 


“That is why, considering that there have been other 
mistakes in the past which we have observed, we have 
already directed the Armed Forces to set up a special unit, 
trained solely for such disarmament operations, which 
have to be humane. There is no use going into a commune, 
seizing two weapons, and leaving behind some 50 innocent 
people dead. No, we want this specialized unit to be 
trained in various methods of disarmament, since disar- 
mament does not consist of a protracted war. One has to 
use several methods that can be profitable and capable of 
reinforcing the trust which the country craves between the 
military and civilian populations.” 


The head of state also reacted to the idea of the UN 
secretary general deploying foreign troops along the 
borders to prevent possible unfortunate incidents. 


[Ntibantunganya] “The troops which the UN secretary 
general [words indistinct]. Well, you know, Burundians are 
not in complete agreement on this question. Some say this 
would amount to unacceptable interference in Burundi’s 
internal affairs. Others say, at the stage things have 
reached, intervention is necessary. What is the view of the 
president of the Republic about this? If a country wants to 
avoid the international community’s interference in its 
affairs, it must be able to manage them properly, without 
raising concerns from the international community. This 
is a lesson we ought to [word indistinct]. 


“Now, I believe that when we signed the government 
convention, no one at the level of the international com- 
munity lifted a finger to say: We are going to intervene. 
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Instead, everyone congratulated us and said: Bravo Burun- 
dians, you know how to find internal mechanisms to solve 
your problems. But as soon as they saw that the machinery 
we had built ourse!ves had started to fail, because of our 
own reactions, they felt concerned, especially in the light of 
the Rwandan disaster which—I think the foreign news 
representatives who are here know this—led some foreign 
governments into problems because of tncir opinions. 
What is genocide? Everyone knows what 11 1s, and when 
there is a possibility of genocide, it is not the governments 
involved which have the duty to prevent it, but the entire 
international cormmunity. Because in this case, it is the 
human race which is endangered, and not just some 
leadership. I would rather lose my leadership but prevent 
genocide in Burundi.” 


Concerning the Army and the judiciary in Burundi, the 
head of state [words indistinct] of the institutions. He 
feels that taking politics out of the two institutions will 
take time. 


[Ntibantunganya] “Who is involved in politics in 
Burundi? Political parties. but also, we have to confess 
this, politics are carried out in other sectors outside the 
political parties. And I do not think that everyone, 
whether in the Army or the judiciary, has undergone a 
transformation to the satisfaction of everyone, in the 
logic of a real democracy—that is, without dispute or 
interference. Genuinely extracting politics from the 
Army and the judiciary will take time. [passage omitted] 


“I think that the onus 1s indeed on politicians to seek, at 
all costs, ways of solving the problems facing the country. 
But, if the other institutions do not follow, how shall we 
achieve that? Take the example of impunity. If we have 
a dilapidated and dormant justice system, how can we 
settle the problem of impunity?” [passage omitted, 
including indistinct portion] 


Opposition Agrees on PM 


EA1902205895 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A press release that just reached 
us indicates that on 18 February, the opposition political 
parties People’s Reconciliation Pary [PRP]; Rally for 
Democracy and Economic and Social Development 
[RADDES]; National Alliance for Rights and Develop- 
ment [ANADDE]; Independent Workers’ Party [PIT]; 
Guarantor of Freedom of Speech in Burundi Party, 
Inkinzo; Social Democratic Party [PSD]; and African- 
Burundi Alliance for Salvation [ABASA]; in the presence 
of the opposition Union for National Progress, Uprona, 
which provided a list of four candidates for the post of 
prime minister, ended proceedings for the selection of a 
candidate for the entire opposition to be submitted to its 
government convention partners. 
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In accordance with the procedure jo: ntly agreed upon in 
advance, the above-mentioned pa ties voted for one 
candidate, whose name will be ar ,ounced to the public 
at an opportune time. 


Meanwhile, the same parties have deci’ed to call off the 
strike, with effect from 20 February. ihe opposition 
political parties earnestly urge the population to remain 
calm and peaceful while waiting for the appointment of 
the prime minister and the government. 


The communique was signed by the PRI’. PSD, RAD- 
DES, ANADDE, ABASA, Inkinzo, and PiT parties. 


Kanyenkiko Resignation Confirmed 


EA1902190695 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Union for National Progress 
[Uprona] this evening called off their strike, both here in 
Bujumbura and upcountry. 


According to the president of Uprona, Charles Mukasi, 
the opposition wanted a new cabinet formed, in confor- 
mity with government conventions, after the resignation 
of the prime minister. 


Mr. Charles Mukasi told us that the prime minister has 
noted that he no longer has the confidence of the 
opposition. Meanwhile, the OAU secretary general man- 
aged to convince them that Prime Minister Anatole 
Kanyenkiko had indeed resigned. 


He said that they had also asked the head of state about 
it and confirmed the news. He said that this was the 
reason why he was immediately requesting their party 
members and supporters to resume work with effect 
from tomorrow, Monday, while opposition politicians 
would continue discussions in order to agree on the 
consensus prime minister. 


Mr. Charles Mukasi told us that the prime minister who 
would replace Mr. Anatole Kanyenkiko has already been 
chosen and that all that remained was to present him to 
other parties before submitting his name to the president 
for approval. 


However, he did not deem it appropriate to disclose the 
name of the agreed upon prime minister. 


New PM Candidate Named 


AB2002141095 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Tension is easing in Burundi as 
the opposition yesterday called off the strike it launched 
last week, and succeeded in appointing its candidate for 
the prime ministerial post. The main opposition Union 
for National Progress [Uprona] has finally approved, 
after bitter discussions, the appointment of Antoine 
Nduwayo. who was imposed on the Uprona leadership 
by its seven small allies of the Tutsi opposition. From 
Bujumbura, Celsius Singiyova reports: 
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[Begin Singiyova recording] Choosing Antoine Nduwayo 
was not easy. The opposition parties had been meeting 
since the evening of 16 February, and it was only 
yesterday that they agreed on their candidate, Antoine 
Nduwayo, who was preferred to Aster Girukwigomba, a 
former minister who was nonetheless supported by 
Major Pierre Buyoya, Burundi’s former president. 


Antoine Nduwayo is well-known in diplomatic circles as 
the executive secretary of the Economic Community of 
Countries of the Great Lakes grouping Burundi, 
Rwanda, and Zaire. He headed this subregional organi- 
zation for about 10 years. A leading Uprona member, the 
candidate for the post of prime minister, will not find 
things easy starting with the forming of his government, 
which will have to include representatives of all 12 
political parties that signed the convention for the estab- 
lishment of a government. He must also ensure the 
healing of the scars left behind by the two political crises 
that have shaken the country—namely, the December 
1994 crisis relating to the resignation of the speaker of 
the National Assembly, and the February crisis relating 
to the expulsion of Prime Minister Anatole Kanyenkiko 
from Uprona, thus leading to the fall of the government. 


Thus, Uprona and its allies decided last night to call off 
their 14 February strike launched to back their demand 
for the departure of Prime Minister Anatole Kanyen- 
kiko. Life returned to normal in Bujumbura this 
morning. [end recording] 


PM-Designate Comments 


AB2102103795 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 21 Feb 95 


[From the “‘Network on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Burundi’s continuing political 
crisis has taken another dramatic turn with the naming 
of Antoine Nduwayo as the opposition’s choice to 
replace the current Prime Minister Anatole Kanyenkiko. 
The mainly Tutsi opposition forced the issue last week 
by calling a general strike to press for the removal of Mr. 
Kanyenkiko. The outcome, the choice of Mr. Nduwayo 
as opposition candidate, is by no means what the largest 
opposition party Uprona [Union for N° onal Progress] 
had wanted. Antoine Nduwayo, a Tutsi economist, will 
now have to get the approval of the president. On the line 
to Bujumbura, Thierry Augier asked Anioine Nduwayo 
if he thought that the crisis was now over. 


[Begin recording] [Nduwayo] Since October 93 Burundi 
enter in a deep crisis, a very deep crisis, and I think we 
have to work very hard to bring the country in peace. 
[sentence as heard] 


[Augier] Now that people seem to go back to work little by 
little, you think that the situation is going back to normal? 


[Nduwayo] Yes, I think it’s going back to normal. 
Everybody was in the office, and I think there is no more 
reason to stop the work. The governmental crisis, I think, 
it is going to be over. 
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[Augier] As a prime minister-designate by the opposi- 
tion, do you feel that you have the support of the whole 
of the opposition? 


{Nduwayo] Yes, | was sponsored by the whole of the oppo- 
sition, and I hope that the majority will support me too. 


{Augier] There were several candidates, and the leader- 
ship of your party, Uprona, is said to have preferred 
someone else, Aster Girukwigomba. Were you chosen 
thanks to the support of the smaller radical parties then? 


{Nduwayo] I don’t think so because if the chairman of 
Uprona. Mr. Mukasi, had a preference for one of the 
candidates, it would be very difficult. I think he take a 
neutral position, and he let everybody compete. 


{Augier] What's your relationship with the Army? Do 
you think they can have a positive role in the future? 


[Nduwayo] I think the Army has always a positive role. 
Of course, some groups of Arn.y—and I think it is a little 
group—who has make.... [Nduwayo pauses] assassinated 
President Ndadaye in 1993. You cannot say that it’s the 
whole Army. I think the important part of Army has 
played a positive role, otherwise I think Burundi will be 
like Rwanda 12 months ago. 


{Augier] The president himself doesn’t seem to trust the 
Army very much according to what he said this weekend. 
President Ntibantunganya said that Burundi could face a 
worse genocide than Rwanda. What could be your con- 
tribution yourself to defuse the crisis in Burundi? 


{[Nduwayo] My most important challenge is to restore 
confidence between different political forces in this 
country. The two national communities, ethnic commu- 
nities, have lost confidence in each other, so I think my 
role is to bring the two communities together, and try to 
have a dialogue, and try to [words indistinct] up better in 
the future. 


{Augier] Do you think it will be difficult to work with 
President Ntibantunganya? 


[Nduwayo] I don’t think so because I am open, and I 
think he is open too. The most important is not that the 
president himself is from Frodebu [Front for Democracy 
in Burundi] and I am from Uprona. We have [words 
indistinct] responsibility to restore hope, to restore 
peace, in this country. [end recording] 


OAU Minisummit Cancelled; No Reasons Give 


AB1802144195 Paris AFP in English 0921 GMT 
18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, 18 Feb (AFP)}—A 
mini-summit of heads of state in the Organization of 
African Unity to be held Saturday [18 February] in the 
tense, strike-bound Burundi capital here has been can- 
celled, a Burundi official said Saturday. No reason was 
given for the cancellation, which comes amid growing 
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unrest in this small central African nation locked :n a 
cycle of ethnic violence that a UN mission this week 
warned could again explode into a bloodbath. 


Burundi officials said only three African heads of state, 
from Rwanda, Zambia and Tanzania, had actually 
pledged to come to Burundi, making plans for the 
mini-summit shaky from the start. The OAU summit 
was to follow right after a three-day international con- 
ference here that adopted an action plan to encourage the 
return of some 3.8 million refugees—both displaced 
Burundians and people from neighboring Rwanda who 
fled their country’s bloodbath last year. That forum, 
jointly sponsored by the OAU and the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees, was held in a big Bujumbura 
hotel, but sealed off by Burundi Army guards in a sign of 
the trouble in the country. 


A UN mission warned on its return to New York Friday 
that conditions that the situation in Burundi was poten- 
tially explosive. The capital has been the scene of clashes 
between Tutsis and Hutus following a general strike 
launched Tuesday by the Tutsi-dominated opposition, 
which is demanding the ouster of Prime Minister Anatole 
Kanyenkiko, a leader of Union for National Progress 
(Uprona) who is accused of betraying his own followers. A 
number of people have been killed in the unrest. 


“The political and security situation remains precarious 
and is potentially explosive,” the report by the UN 
mission said, accusing “extremist forces’ within the 
Uprona of trying to “‘undermine the coalition govern- 
ment.” The mission recommended that UN Secretary 
General Butrus Butrus-Ghali establish as soon as pos- 
sible an international commission to investigate an 
October 1993 coup attempt, which triggered massacres 
that left some 50,000 dead. The killings have never been 
punished. They preceded the massacres on an even larger 
scale this year that ravaged Rwanda, which has the same 
volatile ethnic make-up of a large Hutu majority and a 
small but politically influential Tutsi minority. 


Army Crackdown Provokes Mass Hutu Exodus 


AB2002102795 Paris AFP in French 1846 GMT 
18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bujumbura, 18 Feb (AFP)}—The 
Burundian Army’s acts of repression in the northeast of 
the country have led to a mass exodus of Hutus to 
Tanzania, humanitarian sources reported in Bujumbura 
today. According to these sources, nearly 15,000 Hutu 
refugees originating from Burundi and Rwanda have fled 
over the past few days following crackdown exercises by 
the Armed Forces, which has led to an unspecified 
number of deaths. The same sources said the military 
exercises follow an attack by Hutu extremists on a 
military position in Giteranyi, Muyinga Province, on the 
Rwanda-Tanzania border. One soldier reportedly died 
and several others were injured in that attack. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


F BIS-AFR-95-034 
21 February 1995 


Zaire 


Refugees Loot WFP Convoy Bound for Goma 


AB1902181995 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The United Nations is to 
reroute eight convoys between Rwanda and the refugee 
camps in Zaire after a number of their trucks were 
looted. Ten World Food Program [WFP] vehicles were 
attacked today as they tried to reach the Zairian town of 
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Goma, where three quarters of 2 million Rwandan 
refugees are in camps. The Rwandan Government has 
insisted on a thorough search of every truck passing 
through Guissenie, on the opposite side of the border to 
Goma, which has decreased the flow of vehicles by half. 


Yesterday, another convoy was attacked and looted by 
displaced people as it was being searched by Rwandan 
troops. Reports said two people were killed when the 
troops opened fire, and that UN troops who arrived on 
the scene were stoned by angry crowds. 
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Kenya 


Further Criticism of Envoy’s Alleged Comments 


EA1702190295 Nairobi KNA in English 1751 GMT 
17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 17 February (KNA)— 
Tourism and Wildlife Minister Noah Katana Negala 
today cautioned some foreign envoys against the ten- 
dency to dictate the government on how best to manage 
the nation’s affairs. The ministe said the popularly 
elected government of Kenya had the capacity and 
machinery to plan, implement. monitor and evaluate 
national socio-economic development programmes 
without external coercion. He said the governnient 
would not tolerate arm-twisting tactics aimed at 
throwing into disarray the order of priority in meeting 
felt needs of the population without due concern to 
overriiing national interests. 


Mr. Ngala deplored recent demands by the American 
ambassador to Kenya, Aurelia Brazeal, that the govern- 
ment liberalizes the electronic media within her given 
time frame. He said whereas the government was open to 
advice, it was against foreigners’ ultimatums on affairs 
that are purely internal to Kenya. 


The minister urged diplomats to respect the integrity of 
governments, their appointed representatives and the 
general public so that the cordial relations existing 
between the host countries and the natiuns represented 
may be strengthened. 


U.S. Ambassador Denies Ultimatum 


EA1702175095 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1000 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister for foreign affairs 
and international cooperation, Mr. Stephen Kalonzo 
Musyoka, and the U.S. ambassador to Kenya, Aurelia 
Brazeal, met to discuss the confusion arising from press 
reports over a meeting the ambassador held with Infor- 
mation and Broadcasting Minister Johnstone Makau. 


A signed statement received in KBC [Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation} newsroom this morning said the ambassador 
confirmed Makau’s statement, appearing in a section of the 
press, that the ambassador did not give deadlines. 


Earlier, press reports had claimed that Ambassador 
Brazeal had said that her country wishes to see a law 
freeing the electronic media enacted by June this year. 


New Ethnic Clashes Reported in West 


AB2102134695 Paris AFP in English 1557 GMT 
20 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, 20 Feb (AFP)}—New 
ethnic clashes have erupted in the Burnt Forest in 
western Kenya’s Rift Valley Province, Ethnic Clashes 
NGO and Religious Bodies Network claimed in a state- 
ment released here on Monday [21 February]. 
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The statement said that Network, which operates under 
the auspices of the National Council of NGO's, had 
learned that fresh fighting had broken out on Sunday 
night between ethnic communities there, forcing many 
to displaced. 


Those displaced by Sunday night’s fighting were flecing 
to nearby Usalama Camp or were taking refuge around 
Rurigi Trading Centre as they did previously when they 
were displaced by earlier fighting in January, the state- 
ment «aid. 


It said it was still unable to give details of ‘he cause of the 
fighting, which is believed to be between President 
Daniel arap Moi’s Kalenjin ethnic group who predomi- 
nate in the region and the majority Kikuyus, most of 
whom acquired land in the province after the country’s 
independence from British colonial rule. 


The clashes erupted as many displaced people started to 
return to lands they hed abandoned during earlier 
clashes after getting assurances from the authorities that 
the security situation had returned to normal and that 
adequate measures had been put in place to ensure 
protection of the returnees. 


Church sources in Burnt Forest, one of the areas in Rift 
Valley that have been sealed off by Kenyan security 
forces since the first tribal fighting in the run up to the 
first multi-party general elections in December 1992, 
suspect that the clashes between the Kikuyu and 
Kalenjin communities were being politically incited. 


The fighting also comes at a time of tension between the 
government and the opposition, after recent claims by 
Moi that there are several guerrilla groups already estab- 
lished in Kenya with the aim of overthrowing his gov- 
ernment. But the opposition have maintained that the 
guerrilla issue was of the government's own creation, to 
cite security reasons for stopping the country’s political 
reform process. 


Somalia 


Experimental Weapons To Create ‘Bitter Enmity’ 


AB1802160695 Paris AFP in English 1410 GMT 
18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Mogadishu, 18 Feb (AFP)—A 
U.S. decision to equip its troops in Mogadishu with 
experimental crowd-control weapons will create “bitter 
enmity,” a powerful Somali faction leader warned Sat- 
urday [18 February]. 


The American soldiers, arriving here around the begin- 
ning of March, will be equipped with sticky foam shots 
fired from guns as “high-tech lassos”’, barrier foam laced 
with teargas, wooden and rubber pellets instead of bul- 
lets. The arsenal is “esigned to provide protection 
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without spilling blood. The U.S. Marines will come 
ashore on Mogadishu’s beaches with Italian troops under 
Operation Shield, protecting the retreat of the last UN 
soldiers in Somalia. The Pentagon justified the use of 
such weapons as necessary for the mission to get 
Unosom {UN Operation in Somalia] (UN) forces and 
equipmen out with no 'oss of life. 


“We will use whatever weapons we have against the 
Americans if it becomes necessary,” warned Mohcmed 
Qanyare Afreh, chairman of the United Somali Congress 
an:. a close ally of south Mogadishu warlord Mohamed 
Farah Aidid. “We don’t know how to remove this gel,” 
he said. “In my view it is very dangerous. It’s provoca- 
tive. If the Americans leave the port and airport area and 
move onto the streets of Mogadishu, then Somalis will 
attack them. "The Americans say they have no hidden 
agenda, but we don’t know that. It seems a very suspi- 
cious operation to us. We would like to know if any other 
nations taking part in the operation have secret weap- 
ons,“ he said. 


Radio Reports ‘Huge’ Anti-UN Rally 


EA1902132395 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 1100 GMT 
19 Feb 95 


'FBIS Translated Text] A huge rally condemning the 
intervention of foreign troops in Somalia was held at Ist 
July Independent Square, Mogadishu, today. 


The rallv, which is the fourth to be held recently, was 
attended by peoples from all walks of life in the various 
districts of Banaadir region, and was addressed by Mr. 
Elmi Ahmed Sharmakeh and Mr. Abdullei Shaykh Ali. 
Both speakers urged the Somali people to defend their 
honor, name, and religion against any group of people 
who attempt to harm their dignity and humanity. 


Several renowned people presented sors “ems, and poetry 
on how they abhor and hate foreign int: ion in Somalia. 
They included Abshir (Bacadleh) and Sia + Jeney). 
Deputy Defense Minister Killed in x: piosion 


EA1802174695 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT 6 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Somaliland President Mohamed 
Haji Ibrahim Egal has on behalf of the national councils 
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of elders and representatives, and all the people of the 
Republic of Somaliland sent a message of condolence to 
the family and relatives of Deputy Defense Minister 
Mohamed aw Ali Omar on his untimely death. The 
president prayed to God to rest his soul in eternal 
paradise, and to give his family comfort and solace. The 
late Deputy Defense Minister Mohamed aw Ali Omar 
died at Gerisa Village on 5 February as the result of an 
accidental explosion whilc on duty in the area. He was 
buried at the Century cemetery outside Hargeysa. 


Somaliland Subclan Negotiates Surrender 


EA1702191095 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Voice of the 
Republic of Somaliland in Somali 1200 GMT 5 Feb 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] The Abdulle Isaag subclan, whose 
militia was the backbone of the Isaaq clan’s fighting force 
in terms of numbers of men and weapons, has sent a 
42-man delegation to the government. The delegates, when 
meeting the president, said they had come to uncondition- 
ally surrender their men and weapons to the government. 
The 42-man delegation asked the government to take over 
the men, who had now assembled in the Qoryaleh Plains 
with their weapons. 


During a meeting held on this subject at the presidency 
last night, which was attended by the president of the 
Republic of Somalia, Mr. Mohamed Haji Ibrahim Fgal, 
Vice President Abdirahman aw Ali Farah, ministers and 
chairmen of the councils of elders and representatives of 
the Republic of Somaliland, elders, civil servants, armed 
forces commanders, intellectuals, and religious leaders, 
the 42-man delegation delivered a message from their 
community on how the entire community had been 
dismayed by their role in the recent armed clashes in and 
around Hargeysa, which nearly caused the destruction of 
the nation. The delegates appealed for forgiveness for 
their misdeeds and for failing to honor their promises. 


The delegates briefed the president and the other offi- 
cials on a recent Abdulle Isaaq community meeting, at 
which it was agreed to surrender their men and weapons 
to the Government of the Republic of Somaliland. 
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Mandela’s Sneech Opening Parliament Broadcast 


MB1702094495 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1100 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[Address by Piesident Nelson Mandela to Parliament in 
Cape Town—live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Honorable President and 
Deputy President of the Senate, Honorable Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, Chairperson 
and Deputy Chairperson of the Constitutional 
Assembly, Deputy Presidents, Ministers and Deputy 
Ministers, Chief Justice, President of the Constitutional 
Court, leaders of the National Defense Force, the Police 
Service and the Correctional Services, directors general 
and leaders of the public service, honorable members of 
Parliament, distinguished guests. ladies and gentlemen: 


We hav. gathered in this hallowed chamber to begin the 
work of the second session of our democratic parliament, 
nine months after its first members were sworn in. 


Let me say this from the beginning, that the . hallenges 
ahead of us require that we move away from spectacle 
and rhetoric, and bend our backs to the serious work 
ahead of us. I would like to take this opportunity to 
extend my sincere appreciation to the leaders of all the 
parties represented in Parliament, the members of Par- 
liament, the presiding officers, the whips, the chairper- 
sons of committees, the secretary of Parliament and his 
staff, for the sterling work that was done from the day 
that the first democratic and nonracial Parliament con- 
vened. Of necessity, much of this work had to do with 
the establishment of our organizational structures and 
evolving a rhythm of work which would enable us to 
discharge our responsibilities in an effective and effi- 
cient manner. 


All of us, precisely because we have never sat in any 
democratic parliament before, had to continue the process 
of learning how to carry out our functions as people’s 
deputie . We had to educate ourselves in an atmosphere 
charact rized by a critical public focus which did not 
necessarily allow for the reality of that inexperience. 
Undoubtedly, many of us, both iri the legislature and in the 
executive, have mate mistakes, but mistakes are an inev- 
itable element of any process of learning. It is always the 
case that the spectators are better than the players in the 
field. None of us should, therefore, feel ashamed for having 
committed errors. We must, however, learn from these 
mistakes, so that we do indeed improve our performance. 
Whatever it is that our critics might have said, we can take 
pride in the fact that not only did we succeed in estab- 
lishing our two houses of Parliament as required by the 
Constitution, but we also ensured that they played a role in 
the governments of our country. 


We are pleased that the honorable members of both the 
National Assembly and the Senate have not been satis- 
fied merely to endorse the bills that have been presented 
to them. They have participated actively in improving 
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such draft legislation with the aim of ensuring that our 
laws are consistent with the glorious vision we share of 
creating a truly humane and people-centered society. Of 
particular importance is the fact that you, the legisla- 
tures, have worked in a manner consistent with the 
objective of ensuring that ours should be a parliament of 
the people. This we have done by opening our proceed- 
ings to the public to ensure that the people know what we 
are doing. We have also opened the doors to the people 
to address the Legislative Committee of Parliament 
directly. This has also been replicated in our provincial 
legislatures—consistent with our objective of bring gov- 
ernment as close to the people as possible. 


We can therefore claim with justification that such 
legislation as has been approved is representative of the 
will of the people. It therefore enjoys a degree of legiti- 
macy and enforceability which all previous laws could 
never have. [applause] 


Undoubtedly we must continue to lock for ways and 
means of ensuring that the people as a whole are better 
informed of what we are doing and are given ever- 
improved capacity to intervene in our proceedings in an 
informed and purposeful manner. 


In the recent past much has been s°)¢ ab. -orruption 
among some members of this ; “amen. and other 
political figures in the country. Man. © ‘4i> and without 
the chambers, and among the mass . ..ia, have been 


very keen to condemn and to propel us into precipitate 
action on the basis of mere allegation. We have resisted 
this and will continue to do so. We have a responsibility 
to act on the basis of fact and not allegation, howcver 
strident the voice that makes those allegations. Further- 
more, we firmly believe that it is important ‘hat we build 
a society based on justice and fairness. At all times we 
must guarantee the right of the accused to be heard 
without making any concession to a primeval instinct to 
pillory and burn our people at the stake. 


As South Africans, with our particular history, we must 
be extremely careful not to reintroduce the McCarthyist 
atmosphere which resulted in people being pushed into 
unthinking hells that sucked the blood of anybody who 
was labeled a communist. We must also make this 
clear—-that we need no educators with regard to the 
matter of rooting out corruption, which we will deal with 
firmly and unequivocally, whoever may be involved. We 
are conscious of the reality that corruption in many 
forms has deeply infected the fiber of our society. It is 
not possible to have a society based on a lie and patent 
injustice, as the apartheid society was, without this 
spawning corrupt practices. Precisely because we have 
faced the challenge of dealing with systemic corruption, 
we need a dispassionate and systematic approach to the 
question and not allow ourselves to be stampeded by 
responses which are not very different from a witch hunt. 


To address another important matter of the day, later 
this year we will be holding our local government elec- 
tions to complete the process of establishing the demo- 
cratic structures which we need to ensure that the people 
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are ab. to take their destinies into their own hands. The 
importance of these popularly elected structures at the 
local level can not be over estimated. It is at this level 
that we must deliver change. It is at this level that the 
people can most directly participate in making decisions 
about important matters * iat affect their daily lives. It is 
also at this level that we must confront divisions created 
by the system of apartheid, and grapple with the prob- 
lems that arise out of the racial and territorial maldistri- 
bution of resources and infrastructures that was imposed 
on the country by the system. 


In reality it is impossible to enter this next and critical 
stage of the dismantling of the system of apartheid until 
we have democratically elected structures of government 
which enjoy a popular mandate to bring about a nonra- 
cial, nonsexist, and democratic society demanded of us 
by the Constitution. 


I would therefore like to take this opportunity to call on 
all our people in their millions to take the forthcoming 
local government elections very seriously. The imme- 
diate task that we must all fulfill is to register as voters. 
I appeal to all political parties, both those represented in 
our national and provincial legislatures, and those out- 
side these structures, to do everything in their power to 
mobilize the people to register as voters. This appeal also 
extends to all other people’s organizations and institu- 
tions of civil society. They need to use their influence to 
organize the people to register for and participate in the 
local government elections. 


It is also the obligation of all political organizations that 
will participate in the local government elections to 
ensure that we experience no violence or intimidation 
during the conduct of our election campaigns. I would 
also like to take advantage of this occasion to make it 
very clear to the country as a whole that the government 
will not allow anybody to obstruct the process of regis- 
tration of voters regardless of the social status of the 
persons concerned. [applause] 


It is important to bear in mind that, unlike our elections 
of last year, these elections will be conducted with 
democratically elected national and provincial govern- 
ments in place. These governments will not hesitate to 
use all legitimate force at their disposal to ensure that 
nobody stands in the way of the people to express their 
will freely. [applause]. 


I am also pleased to report that whatever the teething 
problems, the concept and vision of a government of 
national unity has proved its correctness and viability. It 
has succeeded in its intentions of ensuring cooperation 
among our people as a whole. The development of a 
national consensus around a whole range of important 
matters, enabling important minority parties to have a 
real voice in the government of the country, and contrib- 
uting to peace, stability, and confidence in the future of 
our country. 


At the national level, we continue to work together in a 
nonconfrentational atmosphere so as to elaborate rules, 
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conventions, and procedures to ensure that the govern- 
ment of national unity functions effectively and to 
ensure that it is able to address in a balanced way the 
respect of different parties with different policies, and 
the tension between the democratic right of the majority 
parties and the effective participation of the minority 
parties. In this regard, I should mention that we have 
agreed with the provincial leaders that we will air our 
views in these matters with them and their administra- 
tions to evolve common practices conducive to good 
government. Happily, all the major parties have com- 
mitted themselves to the perspective contained in the 
commonly evolved Reconstruction and Development 
Program. This constitutes the firm bases for the con- 
tinuing cooperation among the various parties inside 
and outside the government of national unity, without 
which such cooperation would become impossible. 


We must, however, also make the point that when all is 
said and done, as individuals and as parties, we be:ong to 
the same government. We therefore have a collective 
responsibility both to participate in the formulation of 
policy and the elaboration of the decisions, and to 
defend, take responsibility for, and implement those 
decisions in the period ahead of us. We shall therefore 
insist on the collective responsibility and the account- 
ability of everybody concerned as part of a process, in 
which we must all engage, of raising the levels of disci- 
pline and responsible action throughout our society. 


A few days ago we were honored to participate in the 
moving and historic opening of our Constitutional Court. 
This is yet another giant step in the transformation of our 
judicial system, and the breeding of a law-abiding society 
which will protect the fundamental human rights of all our 
citizens and ensure that the people are not threatened by 
arbitrary and oppressive rule. The process of the transfor- 
mation of the judiciary will continue, among other things, 
to ensure that it is representative of our society and enable 
even the poor to have the ability to obtain legal recourse 
where need arises. 


All necessary steps will also be taken to ensure that the 
judicial system plays its proper role with regard to the 
important matter of reducing the levels of crime in our 
society. It will also have to address the legitimate con- 
cern of the public, that we do not create the situation in 
which the people begin to feel that criminals and wrong 
doers are being favored while the interests of society are 
being ignored. 


Further progress will also made this year to establish 
other institutions that are critical to the construction of 
the people-centered society to which we are all com- 
mitted. Among these will be the Human Rights Commis- 
sion, the Public Protector, the Gender and Youth Com- 
mission, the Inspector General of Intelligence, and the 
structures that will be created by defending open democ- 
racy of Freedom of Information Act. We are determined 
to move with all (?dispatch) to create and strengthen all 
the institutions of government that we have spoken of to 
deal with the matter of effective and open government. 
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Once more, we must address a few words to our public 
servants. Without their dedicated service to the people, 
effective government and public delivery to the popula- 
tion will be impossible. We are committed to the moti- 
vation of all public sector workers so that they become a 
conscious, willing, and skilled agent for the transforma- 
tion of our society according to the objectives spelled out 
in the Reconstruction and Development Program. As 
part of this process, cabinet has given instruction to all 
ministers to interact continuously with all members of 
their ministries and departments to bring about their 
part, to report on progress achieved, to agree on how to 
overcome obstacles to the process of transformation, and 
generally, to be involved in the struggle for change. 


We have also invited the public sector unions to partic- 
ipate as fully as possible in the budgeting processes so 
that they make their own contributions to the difficult 
task of deciding the best possible allocation of the 
limited resources available to government. 


We are convinced that adversarial relationships between 
the executive and the administration would impact neg- 
atively on the common task which these two institutions 
share, of serving the people of South Africa. Such an 
outcome must be avoided at all costs. Accordingly, we 
have been available and willing to address all matters of 
concern to the public service workers, including ques- 
tions of salaries, promotions, pensions, and other issues 
relevant to working conditions. It is, however, also 
important that the public service should be willing to 
join hands with the government to address other impor- 
tant matters such as the racial and gender imbalances 
within the service. 


The public service will never be fully acceptable to the 
people as a whole and can never be truly responsive to 
the needs of the people unless it is composed in all its 
ranks in a manner that reflects the composition of our 
population. To speed up the process, the government 
will continue to implement measures and programs 
aimed at ensuring that those who were disadvantaged by 
apartheid in the past are given the capacity to catch up 
with those who were given the opportunity to develop 
and advance themselves in terms of management and 
other skills. [applause] 


This is what we mean when we talk of affirmative action 
programs. We speak of a human resource, we speak of 
development programs which will ensure that all our 
people, and not merely some, are given the possibility to 
develop their talents and to contribute to the reconstruc- 
tion and development of society to the best of their 
abilities. I therefore call on all our people to refuse to 
listen to the false prophets who seek to perpetuate the 
apartheid visions and imbalances of the past by pre- 
senting the affirmative action as a program intended to 
advantage some and disadvantage others on the basis of 
color and race. [applause] 


It also appropriate that on this occasion we draw the 
attention of the country to the actual reality that the 
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government has extremely limited resources to address 
the many and urgent needs of our people. We are very 
keen that this real situation sho'd be communicated to 
the people as a whole. All of us, especially the leadership 
of political organizations and civil society, must rid 
ourselves of the wrong notion that the government has a 
big bag full of money. The government does not have 
such riches. 


Because we have started the process of changing 
spending priorities, we do realize that the process of 
restructuring the budget so that it is directed toward 
addressing the needs of the people is no easy matter. This 
is especially so in the light of the contractual obligations 
that bind the state, as well as carryover expenditures 
which can not be avoided. We must also absorb this 
reality in our thinking in a cold and dispassionate 
manner. We must not allow ourselves to be seduced into 
a world of false hopes, leading to unrealistic action based 
on the wrong assumption that the government can be 
coerced to meet demands that it cannot meet, however 
justified and legitimate these demands may be. 


It is important that we rid ourselves of the culture of 
entitlement which leads to the expectation that the 
government must promptly deliver whatever it is that we 
demand, a culture that results in some people refusing to 
meet their obligations, such as rent and service pay- 
ments, or engaging in other unacceptable action, such as 
the forcible occupation of houses. 


As we have said, with regard to ‘he public sector unions, 
we seek to ensure that the budgeting process 1s as 
transparent and participatory as possible. It is the right 
of the people to know how much money they have 
contributed to the finances of the state, and how that 
money is being used. It is their right also not only to 
know, but also to contribute their views as to how public 
funds should be disbursed. That is why such bodies as 
the parliamentary committees and the National Eco- 
nomic Forum have been brought into the budgeting 
process. 


Tomorrow we shall be launching a very important body, 
the National Economic Development and Labor 
Council, Nedlac. This crucial body will bring together 
representatives of government, labor, capital and civil 
society. This will be one of the institutions on which we 
will rely in terms of decisions that we must arrive at with 
regard to the use of public funds and assets. We trust that 
the representatives who sit on Nedlac will, in turn, reach 
out to their own constituencies to inform and involve 
them in the process of arriving at decisions which bear, 
among other things, on the disbursement of public funds. 


What we have said constitutes a firm undertaking on the 
part of government to ensure a participatory process 
with regard to the public finances. Bearing this in mind, 
we believe that the government has a right to expect that 
the public at large should behave in a responsible 
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manner when it addresses the question of the obligations 
of government to meet the material expectation of the 
people. I would like to address his matter bluntly. The 
strike action which has been threatened by a few of the 
public sector unions will not succeed to force the gov- 
ernment to make available money for large wage and 
salary increases. I say this being fully aware of, and 
sympathetic to, the plight of many public sector workers 
who are indeed poorly paid. 


I say it precisely because I’m aware of the realities that, 
through no fault of its own, the government literally does 
not have the money to meet the demands that are being 
advanced. Mass action of any kind will not create 
resources that the government does not have. It will only 
serve to subvert the capacity of government to serve the 
people. 


I would like to repeat that the government is committed 
to entering the intercomprehensive three-year agreement 
with the public sector unions to address all matters of 
mutual interest in aiding improved pay packets, partic- 
ularly for the lowest-paid public sector workers. In this 
regard, I would like to extend our sincere appreciation to 
the leaders and the majority of the public sector unions 
which have engaged with us in a constructive manner 
which is sensitive to the needs of the country as a whole. 
We are ready to work together with these unions to solve 
the problems which face us together for the benefit of the 
workers and society as a whole. 


I must also address the question of attempts by some in 
our country to introduce anarchy into our society. I 
speak of those who engage in such totally unacceptable 
practices—of the murder of police officers, the taking of 
hostages, riots, looting, the forcible occupation of public 
buildings, blocking of public highways, vandalization of 
public and private property, and so on. 


Some of those who have initiated and participated in 
such activities have misread freedom to mean license. 
They have misinterpreted popular participation to mean 
their ability to impose chaos on society. They have 
wrongly concluded that an elected [body] of the people is 
a government that is open to compulsion through acts of 
anarchy. Let me, therefore, make this abundantly clear 
that a small minority in our midst which wears the mask 
of anarchy will meet its match in the government we lead 
and the masses of the people who put the government 
into power. 


They must know that we are not afraid of struggle. We 
are, after all, a product of confrontation and struggle. In 
the past, we were not defeated by forces more powerful 
than they. In this instance, we will not be defeated by 
those whose actions have nothing to do with defending 
or advancing the course of the people. We are certain 
that the democratic trade union movements will also 
join hands with us to isolate and defeat the minority 
which seeks to discredit the trade union movement by 
engaging in violent activity during the course off such 
action. Let that be clear to all that the battle against the 
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forces of anarchy and chaos have been joined. Let no one 
say they have not been warned. 


In the same vein, we must address the question of crime. 
The situation cannot be tolerated in which our couniry 
continues to be engulfed by the crime wave which 
includes murder, crimes against women and children, 
drug trafficking, armed robbery, fraud, and theft. We 
must take the war to the criminals, and no longer allow 
the situation in which we are mere sitting ducks for those 
in our society which, for whatever reason, are bent on 
engaging in criminal and anti-social activities. Instruc- 
tions that have already gone out to the minister for safety 
and security, the national commissioner of the police 
service, and the security organ as a whole are to take all 
necessary measures to bring down the levels of crime. 


I would also like to take this opportunity to emphasize 
that the matter of our safety and security is not one that 
should be left only to the law enforcement organ. Fo. 
them to succeed, they need the full and active support of 
all our communities. The police community forums that 
has been established are extremely effective with regard 
to reinforcing cooperation between the police and the 
public. They will also increase the capacity of the 
country as a whole to deal with the common problem of 
crime. 


I would therefore like to urge the formation of such 
forums where they do not exist, and the involvement of 
all opinion makers in all localities in the processes which 
are aimed at enhancing the people’s safety and security. 
The government is determined to do everything in its 
power to move speedily toward the formation of the new 
police service. We are very imperfect in the matter of the 
earning and working conditions of >!1 members of the 
police service and to give this service the necessary 
means to enable to dispatch its responsibility as effec- 
tively as possible. In this regard we must also make it 
clear that the government is opposed to and has no 
intention to conduct a witch hunt against the police as a 
result of activities arising from orders given to the police 
by the apartheid. We therefore urge every member of the 
police service to get down to the urgent and pressing 
matter of enhancing the safety and security of the people 
as a whole. 


When we opened Parliament last year, we addressed the 
issue of racism in the work place and in our society at 
large. We continued to be confronted by this problem. 
People have continued to die as a result of the continuing 
practice of racism, the latest being a victim of racist 
resistance to the use of a former white school by black 
children. 


Those who are responsible for these crimes of racism 
must be brought to book without delay. [applause] It is 
clear that insufficient progress has been made in many 
work places and elsewhere in our society to deal with this 
cancer. We trust that the Human Rights Commission 
will help us to deal with this matter firmly and continu- 
ously by encouraging the public to report all instances of 
racism so that these can be brought to light. 
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The government has discussed this matter and is com- 
mitted to carrying out its constitutional obligation of 
transforming Our country into a nonracial society. The 
situation cannot be allowed in which anyone acts in a 
manner which perpetuates the practice of apartheid. 
Both the government and the people as a whole share a 
common obligation to live up to the very purpose of the 
struggle that millions of people waged, of ending racism 
in our country, and ensuring the equality of all our 
peoples. 


One of the most sensitive matters we must address this 
year is the establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. We must move toward this as speedily as 
possible so as to remove all the uncertainties that have 
been created through the protracted discussion of this 
issue. The legislature is currently discussing the bill 
dealing with this matter, and is receiving public submis- 
sions. | would like to urge that we achieve speedy 
progress in this regard. 


1 would also like to draw to the attention of the legisla- 
ture, and the country as a whole, that our purpose in 
establishing the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
is both to obtain the truth and to reinforce the process of 
reconciliation which our country needs. Nothing we do 
should lead to the heightening of tension and the rekin- 
dling of the violent political conflict which we have 
succeeded so well in bringing under reasonable control. 
[applause] This must also be borne in mind, that many of 
us who suffered quite significantly as a result of apart- 
heid repression are making no demands which would 
result in vengeance against or persecution of those who 
might have harmed us, or those close to us. 


Urgent steps are also required to end the continuing 
political violence in the province of KwaZulu/Natal. 
This is both a law enforcement issue and a matter for the 
political parties and leaders in the province to address. If 
we claim to be genuine leaders of our people, it must 
surely be one of our principal tasks to end the killings, 
both to save lives and to create the climate of peace and 
stability which we need to develop the province, which is 
among the poorest areas in the country. [applause] 


Progress has been made with regard to the basic chal- 
lenge of building a better life for all our people. Some of 
the projects which we announced last 3year, including 
the feeding of school children and the provision of free 
health services to certain sections of our population, 
have been implemented. We must draw the necessary 
lessons from our experience in this effort to meet the 
basic needs of the people. One of these, as we have stated 
already. is that the government has very limited 
resources to address the multiple and urgent needs of our 
people. It is therefore critical that we determine the 
proper set of priorities on which we should focus to effect 
a visible and sustainable improvement in the lives of the 
people. It is also important that we implement any 
progress in this regard, not in an ad hoc manner, but 
within the context of five-year and other medium- and 
long-term plans and projections. 
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The cabinet has discussed this matter and decided on our 
priorities which will include rural and urban development, 
human resource development, job creation, and health. 


Detailed interdepartmental work is now going on to 
elaborate plans reflecting this focus, to ensure that the 
government uses in a rational and effective manner the 
limited resources at its disposal. In this regard, govern- 
ment will not make any commitments which it cannot 
meet on a continual basis. As compared to the time last 
year when we had to announce programs for transforma- 
tion without detailed preparations of implementable and 
affordable plans, we are now in the fortunate situation 
that we are well on the way to finalizing detailed plans to 
meet our firm commitment to build a better life for all 
South Africans. 


Once they are ready, and after the necessary consultation 
with the elected representatives at both national and 
provincial level, the local community structures, and the 
public at large, we are determined this year to move 
speedily to expedite the process of social transformation 
and the improvement of the quality of life of our people, 
which is required of us in the context of our program for 
reconstruction and development. This will be one of the 
high points in our national life this year, when we 
announce targets with regard to such needs as houses, 
clean water, primary health care, and jobs. | must repeat 
that it is our firm intention that we set these targets within 
the parameters of what the budget can carry, consistent 
with our objectives of ensuring fiscal discipline. 


We will be able to achieve this degree of precision 
because of the significant progress that has been made in 
the various ministries at both national and provincial 
levels. This pertains both to the reorganization and 
strengthening of these structures and the elaboration of 
all policies aimed at the fundamental transformation of 
our country. For this we should salute the ministers. the 
premiers, the directors general, and other members of 
the public service for the work they have done to 
increase the capacity of government to engage in the 
process of transformation. 


With regard to the critical matter of socioeconomic 
transformation, I would once again like to draw atten- 
tion to the important role that Nedlac [National, Eco- 
nomic, Development, and Labor Council] will have to 
play to ensure effective coordination and partnership 
between government, labor, business, and community- 
based organizations. This body will play a critical role in 
helping to develop the consensus we need around the 
critical challenges of reconstruction and development, 
including economic growth, socioeconomic improve- 
ment, and the involvement of all stake holders in all 
decision-making processes. 


In a sense, Nedlac and other forums where consensus is 
being achieved across the social spectrum are crucial 
power houses of our nation-building and reconstruction 
efforts. They are the engine which cannot be derailed by 
the whims of individuals or political parties. 
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As the vear begins, there are signs that our economy is 
beginning to pick up. The government considers it a matter 
of critical importance that everything should be done to 
encourage a climate conducive to sustain a high level of 
economic growth. We are therefore ready to deal, and have 
been dealing, with all matters that are relevant to this goal, 
in particular to ensure the creation of an investor-friendly 
climate. Everything must be done to encourage a signifi- 
cant upward movement in the rate of investment to 
increase the productive capacity of the economy, to mod- 
ernize and restructure the economy, to create jubs, and to 
increase Our international competitiveness. 


With regard to these economic issues, I would also love 
to emphasize our continuing commitment to fiscal dis- 
cipline, including the reduction of the budget deficit, the 
reduction of the share of the national income that 
accrues to government, and the reorientation of govern- 
ment expenditure away from recurrent disbursements 
toward investment. The relevant authorities, including 
the Reserve Bank. remain seized of the issue of the 
two-tier exchange rate and the general question of for- 
eign exchange control. 


These matters will be addressed with the necessary speed 
and the equally necessary sense of responsibility toward 
the economy as a whole. At the same time the govern- 
ment is to work as expeditiously as possible to address 
the question of the reorganization of state assets. In this 
respect our objective is to ensure that these assets are 
used in a conscious and consistent manner to address the 
objectives of the Reconstruction and Development Pro- 
gram. One of these must surely be to reduce the public 
debt, and therefore the burden of servicing this debt, so 
that more public funds can be released to address the 
needs of the people. 


This year Parliament will be faced with a heavy load of 
extremely important legislation that it will have to deal 
with. The importance of this legislation derives from the 
fact that it will be transformative in character, aimed at 
the creation of the social order for which many struggled 
and sacrificed. One of these pieces of legislation is the 
Labor Relations Bill which represents not only a decisive 
shift from our adversarial past in labor relations, but also 
our commitment to a more democratic style of govern- 
ment. While correctly entrenching the right of workers to 
resort to strike action, the bill places emphasis on con- 
ciliation and negotiation of disputes, and should con- 
tribute significantly to reducing the level of unnecessary 
industrial action. It will help create greater possibilities 
for joint action within government, labor, and business 
to build a prosperous and just society. 


Similarly, white papers and legislation will be introduced 
covering such areas as education, health, housing, water 
affairs, safety and security, defense, truth and reconcili- 
ation, freedom of information, land affairs, the public 
service, welfare, and so on, to say nothing of the 1995/96 
budget. 
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This will undoubtedly tax the energies of the members 
and resources of Parliament. However. we will have to 
ensure that we deal with all the legislation as expedi- 
tiously as possible, while consulting the people also as 
extensively as possible. We should therefore have an 
exciting session which should inspire all our people, as 
they see their elected representatives create the legisla- 
tive framework which will mark our continued move- 
ment away from the past toward the people-centered 
society we seek to construct. 


We will also have to ensure that the Constitutional 
Assembly makes progress toward the drafting of the new 
constitution. It is important that this should be done so 
that we can have certainty as soon as possible about the 
constitutional framework within which the country 
should be governed. it may be worth repeating that we 
seek a constitution that is acceptable to the people as a 
whole. It was for this reason that all those who partici- 
pated in the drafting of the present constitution agreed to 
the concept of special majorities and an entrenched set 
of principles. 


As we negotiate the new constitution, it 1s necessary to 
bear these observations in mind and conduct ourselves 
in a manner that ensures that we have as inclusive a 
process as possible. It seems necessary that there should 
be close cooperation and coordination between the leg- 
islature and the Constitutional Assembly with regard to 
the issue of consultation with the public, as both these 
bodies will be seeking to reach as many people as 
possible during this year. 


We will have to conduct the processes of public consul- 
tation in a manner that is both cost-effective and enables 
the people genuinely to contribute both to the legislative 
and the constitutional debates. 


This year, the nations wil! be observing the related 50th 
anniversary of the end of the Second World War and the 
establishment of the United Nations organization. 
Coming as we do from our own specific past, it will be 
important that we join in the observance of these historic 
events. Thus should we affirm our own commitment to 
the vision contained in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the UN Charter, and other important 
legal instruments and conventions that the United 
Nations has evolved to deal with the issues of racism, 
war and peace, human rights. and development. 


Among these conventions which will be ratified during 
the course of this parliamentary session is the very 
important International Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. [applause] We might also want to use this occa- 
sion to make our contribution to the international debate 
about the New World Order, focusing in particular on 
such matters as the democratic international political 
order, universal prosperity, peace, and stability, all of 
which are questions of great relevance to our own 
continent of Africa. 


In this regard, the UN social summit next month and the 
International Women’s Conference in Beijing later in the 
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year will be crucial forums in which we should make our 
humble contribution to the effort to create a better 
world. In this context, during this year we will pay 
particular attention to the all-round development and 
strengthening of our relations with our neighbors in 
southern Africa, especially within the context of SADC 
[Southern African Development Community]. 


We are all inspired by the reality of progressive develop- 
ments in our region during the recent period. These 
include the successful democratic elections in Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Botswana, and our own 
country, the restoration of democracy in Lesotho, and 
the signing of the Angola peace agreement. 


All this augers well for the future of all our peoples. At 
the same time we are also aware of the tensions that are 
building up with regard to population movement within 
our region. We must treat this matter with all due 
sensitivity, conscious of the history of our region, 
including the destruction caused by the policy of aggres- 
sion and destabilization carried out by the previous 
regime. 


In all our actions we must move from the position that 
the fundamental objectives we must pursue is friendship, 
cooperation, and solidarity among the peoples of our 
region. 


We take this opportunity to wish the people of Angola 
well, and once more to convey to them and all their 
leaders our willingness to contribute whatever we can to 
assist in the establishment of a permanent peace and the 
strengthening of the democratic order. 


We will continue to make our contribution to the 
strengthening of the OAU, which remains an important 
instrument that we all need to address the serious 
concerns of the people of our continent. We also hope to 
conclude our negotiations with the European Union as 
soon as possible to strengthen our economic and other 
relations with this important group of countries in a 
manner that does not disadvantage any other country. 


In a fortnight will also be established the joint South 
Africa-United States Commission which will supervise 
the important process of strengthening the relations 
between ourselves and the United States of America. In 
a few days the prime minister of Sweden will arrive in 
this city. We welcome this visit by the leader of one of 
the Scandinavian countries, all of which played such an 
important role in the struggle for the emancipation of all 
our people. 


The visit also emphasizes the positive manner in which 
our relations with the rest of the world are developing. It 
will be followed by other visits, as well as our own to 
other countries in the interest of our own development 
and in the interest of a better world for all peoples. 


This Parliament has, through death, lost some of the best 
among us. These include Firoza Adam, Thomas Nkobi, 
and Joe Slovo. Let the resolve of this second session of 
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our democratic Parliament serve as our salute to them 
and a tribute to their memory. I am certain you will not 
fail them. 


I have the honor to declare the second session of our 
democratic Parliament open. I thank you. 


Parties React 


MB1702173595 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Reaction to President Nelson 
Mandela’s opening of Parliament speech has been gen- 
erally favorable, with observers saying it indicates con- 
fidence in the country’s future. 


Among those welcoming Mr. Mandela’s tough stand 
against crime were the National Party, the Democratic 
Party, the Afrikaans Handelsinstituut [Afrikaans Trade 
Institute], and the Freedom Front. 


However, the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] said it was 
disappointed that the president had not taken into 
account the socioeconomic conditions in the country. 


For its part, the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] said it was 
concerned about what it called Mr. Mandela’s threat- 
ening stance regarding the registration of voters for the 
coming local elections. The IFP said that instead of 
merely treating the sympi2ms, Mr. Mandela should give 
attention to the underlying causes of dissatisfaction. 


In his speech Mr. Mandela said the security forces would 
be deployed to ensure that the elections were not dis- 
rupted. In his speech President Mandela warned of tough 
action against criminals and over-militant unionists. He 
said the democratic union movement would help the 
government isolate the minority who discredited it by 
acts of violence during strikes. Those who looted and 
destroyed public property would be firmly dealt with. 


NP Says Speech ‘Well Balanced’ 


MB1702143295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1408 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 17 SAPA—The 
National Party [NP] supported President Nelson Man- 
dela’s strong stand against escalating crime and anarchy as 
well as his commitment to financial discipline, NP 
spokesman Marthinus van Schalkwyk said on Friday. 
Describing the president’s opening speech to Parliament as 
“well balanced”’, he said the NP would like to see a number 
of the good intentions converted into “concrete plans”. 


Mr van Schalkwyk said the NP differed with Mr Man- 
dela’s approach to affirmative action. ‘Although the 
National Party supports a clearly delineated programme 
of affirmative action which goes together with training, 
we are against the present process which often amounts 
to reverse racial discrimination.” He said Mr Mandela 
had not mentioned the important issue of education. 
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“The country could justly have expected that he would 
have given strong guidance on this important issue.”’ 


COSATU: Mass Action ‘Last Resort’ 


MB1I702180595 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Unions] President John Gomomo says his 
organization will continue with mass action as a last 
resort. He was reacting to a statement by President 
Nelson Mandela in Parliament that mass action would 
not increase the state’s resources to meet demands for 
higher wages. Regarding labor actions in the public 
sector, Mr. Gomomo said the government of national 
unity would have to prove it had no money to meet the 
demands. 


ANCYL Congratulates Mandela 


MB1702202195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1948 GMT 17 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Feb 17 SAPA— 
The African National Congress Youth League [ANCYL] 
on Friday congratulated President Nelson Mandela on 
his opening of Parliament address and said they would 
co-operate with the security forces in their fight against 
crime. Opening the second session of South Africa’s first 
democratic Parliament on Friday, Mr Mandela 
expressed concern at rising crime levels and said the time 
had come to “take the war to the criminals”. 


The ANCYL in a statement undertook to work with the 
Ministry of Safety and Security to promote community 
policing, and to help improve the image of the South 
African Police Service. They were encouraged by Mr 
Mandela’s reassurance that the local elections would 
take place in October, and promised to ensure that 
people countrywide turned out to vote. 


CP Says Speech ‘Disappointing’ 


MB1802132095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2032 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 17 SAPA—The 
government’s failure to recognise and provide for the 
basic rights of indigenous nations indicated that South 
Africa was sitting on a time-bomb, Conservative Party 
[CP] leader Dr Ferdie Hartzenberg said on Friday. He 
said President Nelson Mandela’s opening address to 
Parliament was “disappointing”. Mr Mandela had made 
vague promises and gave no indication how critical 
issues, such as economic prosperity and employment, 
would be tackled. Dr Hartzenberg said the president's 
speech would not promote investor confidence. 


Union Rejects Ending Mass Action 


MB1802202595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1244 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Feb 18 SAPA— 
The Trade Union of South African Authorities [TUSAA] 
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said on Saturday they would not be dictated to by 
President Mr Nelson Mandela on when and how to 
conduct union matters and mass actio i. TUSAA were 
reacting to Mr Mandela's opening of Parliament address 
on Friday in which he told public servants that strikes 
and mass action would not succeed in forcing the gov- 
ernment to make available money for large wage and 
salary increases. TUSAA said in a statement they would 
continue with mass action and would support such 
action wherever necessary. They expressed support for 
speedy affirmative action and said they would continue 
to use every available means to pressure the government 
into 7 1ying a living wage. 


Mandela on Unity Government, Racism, Issues 


MB2002104095 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1730 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[Interview with President Nelson Mandela by announcer 
Leslie Mashokwe at SABC’s Johannesburg studio on the 
“Newsline” program—live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Mashokwe] President Man- 
dela gives the government of national unity a clean bill of 
health. Criminals and wrongdoers have been warned to 
be weary of war being taken to them. Good evening. This 
is Newsline. I'm Leslie Mashokwe. My guest this 
evening, President Nelson Mandela. Good evening to 
you, sir, and welcome. 


[Mandela] Good evening. 


| Mashokwe] The government of national unity, will it be 
with us after 1999? Should it be? What is your opinion? 


[Mandela] If one takes into account the background from 
which we come, a society of tension, divisions, and 
conflict, and the record of achievement over the last nine 
months, one is optimistic that the government of 
national unity will see its term of office through. Natu- 
rally there will be differences, but what has happened 
over these last nine months is that the leadership of all 
parties in the government of national unity have the 
capacity and the strength of character to live up to 
expectations and to be able to address these problems 
collectively and to solve them. 


[Mashokwe] Should it continue after 1999, Mr. Presi- 
dent, or should the majority party in your view take over 
government? 


[Mandela] What is certain is that the government of 
national unity will last until 1999. We will review the 
situation because it is necessary that the principle of 
majority rule should be applied as is the case throughout 
the democratic world. The government of national unity 
was an instrument to bring about unity in our country, to 
remove the atmosphere of fear and anxiety on the part of 
the minorities, and also to isolate the lunatic fringe on 
the right and to prevent civil war. We have succeeded 
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magnificently in that exercis. vut nevertheless, we don’t 
visualize the government of national unity continuing 
beyond 1999. 


{[Mashokwe] There is concern about statements that 
we've heard, where it is alleged that you may not make 
yourself available for another term of office. Is it fact? 


[Mandela] Well, I have no doubt in my mind that it 
would not be in the interest of a country to have « man 
of 80 leading the government of the country. It is proper 
that we should hand over to younger men and women, 
and we have highly gifted men and women in our 
country who will be able to continue the present policies 
very successfully and I think it would be counterproduc- 
tive, when a man who is over 80, still to hope to lead the 
country successfully. 


[Mashokwe] Is it possible to have a life president if you 
are still around. You have been seen as a tower of hope, 
unifying the peoples who have been fighting over the 
years. If you were asked to consider that, what would 
your response be? 


[Mandela] No, I would not be keen to be declared a life 
president. I would never consider that to be part of democ- 
racy. Once I retire, I retire. I will be able to respond to any 
invitations which are made to assist in a particular issue, 
but from the point of view of the presidency I am decided 
that I cannot continue beyond 1999. 


{[Mashokwe] Mr. President, you came out very, very 
harsh against criminals. Are we not here addressing the 
symptoms of a sick society rather than going to the root 
cause which lie probably in years of disadvantage, apart- 
heid, economic decline? 


[Mandela] It is correct that our approach to the question 
of crime should be holistic and there should be no 
concentration on an isolated aspect. As you say, the 
deprivation to which our people had been exposed has of 
course contributed to the rise of crime ... [changes 
thought] the rising of crime. Now we are addressing this 
matter, that is why we say we want to ensure a better life 
for all our people. We want to create jobs; to build 
houses, schools, hospitals, clinics; bring in new elec- 
tricity, clean running water and sports stadiums for our 
children, places of entertainment. It is because this is the 
fundamental reason for the crime in this country, but we 
are attending to both. We are attending to these issues 
which will reduce the level of crimes, but the security 
forces themselves must be put into action in order to 
stamp out crime. 


[Mashokwe] You mentioned in your speech that people 
might begin to feel that criminals and wrongdoers are being 
favored while the interests of society are being ignored. Are 
you calling for stricter measures? Is there something wrong 
with the bail system? What are your thoughts? 
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[Mandela] Well, one can offer criticism at the attitude 
toward bail by certain judicial officers, where somebody 
has ... is charged with murder. To release such an 
accused on 200 rand bail does not appear to us, you 
know, to be taking the matter seriously, and after all a 
number of people, especially criminals, who are charged 
for murder, they are released and once they are awaiting 
trial, commit further murders. It’s a matter that has to be 
reviewed in a very sensitive manner, you know, in an 
understanding manner because it is part of our Bill of 
Rights that people should be entitled to bail, that we 
must give but at the same time the amount must be fixed 
in relation to the crime that has been committed. And I 
think that we have to address the question that the 
amount of bail must fit the crime. 


[Mashokwe] You came out, Mr. President, again very 
harshly against police killers. We have seen the situation 
where police kill police. What is your view of that 
situation? 


[Mandela] Well, the police form an important aspect of 
security in this country. There can be no law and order, 
there can be no peace, there can be no stability if the 
police are not properly protected so that they should 
concentrate on their work of maintaining law and order, 
bringing safety and security to our people, and therefore 
we have to come out strongly against all those who are 
killing the police, no matter who they are. They may be 
members of the public; they may be members of the 
police force itself. We have to come down firmly on them 
be ause the police are already doing a very difficult job 
im this country. They work long hours, poor pay—the 
way they get is not related at all to the pay that is being 
got by the officers in top positions. That gap must be 
closed, and we must also create conditions for our police 
where they can be highly motivated so that they should 
be efficient. They should bring a standard of high pro- 
fessionalism in their work and this cannot be done if we 
allow criminals to go on killing innocent police. 


| Mashokwe] Mr. President, the government doesn’t have 
a bag full of money. I’m quoting your statement on 
Friday [17 February]. Will the police be given extra 
attention, so to say, because they seem to be needing this, 
in your own words? 


[Mandela] Well, you must remember that we are 
addressing the problem of the police within the limits of 
the existing budget, a budget which was drawn up by the 
apartheid regime and which was meant to benefit prima- 
rily the white minority—which is only 14 percent of the 
population—and the majority was neglected. Now you 
cannot expect us to pay decent salaries from this budget 
because it limits us. The question we ... [changes 
thought} We will start addressing the question when we 
publish our own budget. But as I have said in the 
forthcoming budget, we have to move away from the 
present budget very gradually because a radical depar- 
ture can create problems and we want to solve problems 
without creating new ones, and therefore there should be 
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this gradual movement from the existing budget, but 
within those parameters we want to address the question 
of the police to ensure that they have a better pay 
package than they have at the present moment. 


[ Mashokwe] I want to quote to you your statement where 
you say the police who have been instructed by the 
apartheid political office bearers, they should not fear. 
They must continue their work. Are you saying that there 
is a carte blanche indemnity for the 3,500 perhaps who 
had been on the list, Mr. President? 


[Mandela] That cannot be. We must look at the offenses 
they have committed. Those members of the security 
forces who have committed crime, murder, assault 
against innocent civilians who were not involved in the 
struggle at all, they must be brought to book. What we 
are concerned with is that people who committed 
offenses in the defense of apartheid, acting according to 
instructions of their seniors and dealing with people who 
were conceived to be opponents of apartheid, there we 
have to put them in the same position as those who 
committed offenses in their opposition to apartheid, but 
there are many cases where there was an indiscriminate 
killing of innocent people who were no threat at all 
because they were not involved in politic?! activities. We 
cannot excuse that. 


[Mashokwe] But one had the impression that if you go to 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and you tell 
your sins, you are forgiven. You will not be charged. Is 
that the correct understanding, Mr. President? 


[Mandela] No, that is not the correct understanding. The 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission is not a court of 
law. All that it does is to investigate, unearth the facts, 
and then to leave it to the attorney general and the police 
to decide whether they should charge a particular person, 
and then if he’s charged that person will appear before a 
court of law. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
itself is not a court of law but it is investigating because 
until we know what offenses were committed, it is 
unrealistic to think that we can have reconciliation in the 
proper word. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
addresses the concern of the relatives of the victims of 
apartheid, and that process must go on. People must 
know what happened to their beloveds, and where an 
offense has been committed then it is for the police and 
attorney general to charge them and for the courts to 
decide. 


[Mashokwe] Reparation comes up very often. Will the 
government have money to repay people who were 
offended by apartheid as it might emanate from the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission instead of using 
this money for the RDP [Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment Program] for instance? 


[Mandela] Well, this is an emotional matter. Where you 
find that a relative has been killed in a way which 
requires action on the part of the government it is the 
practice of the entire world to consider reparati 
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we will have to consider depending on the financial 
position, making ... giving packets to the relatives of the 
victims of such crimes, and whether we will be able to 
find sufficient funds to carry out this intention is a 
question which we will examine as against the back- 
ground of our financial position at the time when we will 
address it. But we intend making reparation. 


[Mashokwe] Mr. President, racism has once more reared 
its ugly head; it seems not to want to go away. One 
person died this week. You have aired your concern over 
this. Without waiting for necessarily the Human Rights 
Commission, are there no steps that government wants 
to take in order to deal with this? 


[Mandela] The question of racism is one that has been 
part of the social fabric of this country for more than 
three centuries. It is unrealistic to expect that within a 
period of nine months we would eradicate it completely 
from the public life of the country. We have made 
considerable progress in building national unity and in 
reducing the level of racism but it would be unrealistic to 
think, to expect that there should be no signs of that at all 
and it is regrettable that there has been this explosion of 
racism in Ruyterwacht, but when these problems arise 
we should be ready to deal with them and we are dealing 
with the matter, but we are dealing with the matter on 
the basis that we have made progress and we can now use 
other strategies in order to address the matter. It’s 
regrettable that a young life should be taken away in this 
manner, and those people who are responsible must be 
brought to book. That is one way of addressing the 
matter whilst of course attending to other questions of 
nation building, but the law must be used to bring people 
to book who are culprits of this type of racism. 


[Mashokwe] So there won't be any extra measures 
besides waiting for the Human Rights Commission? 


[Mandela] No, there will be other measures as I indi- 
cated. Where somebody has become the victim of racism 
in such a way that this constitutes a crime, the law must 
take its course as it’s going to take its course in this 
particular case. 


[Mashokwe] Mr. President, let’s move on to the issue of 
pay packets for public servants. You are saying the 
government doesn’t have the money, no measure of 
coercion will force government to give X-percent. What 
is the purpose of collective bargaining then? 


[Mandela] Well, people when they engage in collective 
bargaining must be realistic. The demands that are being 
made by the civil servants today are completely unreal- 
istic. | would expect the leaders of the union to make 
demands on the basis of facts. We just do not have the 
money to pay the salaries which they demand and that is 
a reality, and it is our dr'ty not to make promises which 
we cannot carry out and ihe reason why we are engaged 
in the talks with the unions is to ensure that we reach an 
agreement which we will be in a position to implement, 
but if the demands are unreasonable we have to be 
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candid and to state that we are not in a position to meet 
those demands, and further it is regrettable that a head of 
state, especially a head of government, should talk in 
terms of using force because it is in the interest of the 
country to address these matters in a way that will 
omoie cooperation and to avoid force. 


But when we have explored every peaceful means of 
addressing a problem and there is no cooperation, no 
positive response from the unions, then we have no 
alternative to say that if there are going to be strikes 
which are going to disrupt a government and the 
economy of the country, the peace and stability we have 
worked so hard to bring about, then we have no alterna- 
tive but to use force and this is going to happen when we 
do not get the cooperation of the unions. 


{Mashokwe] While you are talking of cooperation, Mr. 
President, let's move over to KwaZulu/Natal. There 
doesn't seem to me like there is cooperation from the 
traditional leaders there who demand international 
mediation before taking part in the forthcoming elec- 
tions. What is your reading of the situation there? 


[Mandela] There is no relevance between local govern- 
ment elections and the question of international media- 
tion. The government of national unity is in power in 
this country throughout. We will not allow anybody to 
prevent the exercise of the democratic rights of the 
masses of the people in this country. It will not happen 
anywhere, and we are determined to deal with that 
question. We sincerely hope that we will be able to 
resolve this matter peacefully but let everybody know 
that we will not allow any person, no matter what his 
ste*us, to undermine the right of our people to exercise 
the r democratic rights. 


|Mashokwe] Mr. President, I have to ask you this. The 
king 1s reported to be saying he is not interested in 
international mediation. Should this be pursued? 


[Mandela] Well, we have to examine the question care- 
fully, whether the situation today is exactly the same as it 
was when we entered into this agreement. The king was 
an important aspect of this agreement and if the king 
says he does not see any use now for international 
mediation, that is a matter we have to consider very 
carefully. We can't ignore his attitude, his approach now 
to the question of international mediation and the 
issues—one of the problems has been the terms of 
reference. All the issues which have been raised as the 
subject of international mediation, in our view these can 
be addressed internally. They don't need any interna- 
tional mediation. 


[Mashokwe] Are you saying, Mr. President, we will not 
proceed with international mediation? 


[Mandela] Until the terms of reference do identify issues 
which cannot be addressed internally by the leadership 
of this country, until that is done we will not ... we'll have 
difficulties about accepting international mediation. 
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[Mashokwe] Mr. President, let me ask you on a very light 
note. What will Nelson Rohlihlala Mandela do when you 
leave office? 


[Mandela] Well, | would like to do things which are 
closer to my heart and one of these is the question of 
children, the so-called street children, abused children, 
children who are in prison, close to 20,000 of them. the 
youngest of whom is 13 years, children at school, pri- 
mary schools, secondary and high schools, students at 
universities—I would like to contribute toward 
improving their lot and to give them a chance in life like 
all other children in the better, the flourishing, the 
well-to-do families in this country. 


[Mashokwe] Mr. President, thanks for your time and 
thank you for talking to us. 


[Mandela] Thank you. 


Mandela Reportedly Fired Wife Before Apology 


MB1802190295 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 17-23 Feb 95 p 3 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Winnie Mandela had already 
been fired last week for her criticism of the Government 
of National Unity [GNU] and all that remained was for 
her to be formally informed of the President's decision. 


According to three independent sources in the ANC New 
Nation spoke to this week, President Mandela decided 
that the Deputy Arts and Culture Minister had to resign 
voluntarily or be fired. 


The President made the decision after having studied a 
text of the speech in which Winnie Mandela criticised 
the government for having failed to redress racial imbal- 
ances at the workplace. Having taken the decision, 
President Mandela is said to have informed ANC pre- 
miers of the dismissal. Of all the premiers he spoke to, 
only Tokyo Sexwale is said to have disagreed with the 
decision to fire the deputy minister. 


Deputy President Thabo Mbeki was asked to communicate 
the President's decision to Winnie Mandela. But she won a 
last minute reprieve following a meeting of senior ANC 
officials, where it was recommended that the deputy min- 
ister should be given an opportunity to apologise. 


New Nation was told the President was determined right 
up to Monday this week to go ahead with the dismissal 
and it was widely expected in the ANC that Winnie 
Mandela’s dismissal would be announced. 


President Mandela’s decision came against the backdrop 
of almost 10 years of concern in the democratic move- 
ment over Winnie Mandela’s conduct and apparent lack 
of discipline and accountability. First signs of frustration 
with Winnie Mandela’s conduct surfaced when the 
United Democratic Front disowned the controversial 
leader, citing her refusal to submit to the discipline of the 
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movement. Since then, she has found herself at odds 
with the ANC Women’s League as well as the ANC itself. 


In the ultimatum delivered by Mbeki, Winnie Mandela 
was asked to either retract her criticisms, resign or 
apologise. 


In her criticism of the GNU, Winnie Mandela said at the 
funeral of police officer Jabulani Xaba, who had been 
killed during a demonstration against racism in the 
police force, that the government had failed to eradicate 
racism in the workplace. She said the GNU had failed 
people like Xaba. 


President Mandela’s anger was apparent when on 
Monday he rejected a formal explanation from the 
deputy arts and culture minister, which steered away 
from an apology. 


In the ex; anatory letter, Winnie Mandela said her inten- 
tion had not been to insult the President or to embarrass 
the GNU. “I was merely trying to assure the masses that 
the government and the ANC were aware of and concerned 
about the flaws that the government must still deal with. If 
in doing so, I created a different impression, that was not 
my intention,” she said in her letter to the President. But 
the explanation was rejected as inadequate and President 
Mandela demanded a more comprehensive retraction. 
Winnie Mandela then issued an apology which was 
accepted by the President on Tuesday. 


In the meantime, the crisis in the Women’s League 
remains unresolved and a meeting is expected this 
weekend at which the organisation’s National Executive 
Committee (NEC) will consider the resignations of 11 
office bearers. 


A meeting is also expected between the women’s league 
NEC and the 1! members who resigned. President 
Mandela is expected to attend the second meeting. 


ANC NEC To Consider Scandals, Dissidents 


MB1802190395 Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & 
GUARDIAN in English 17-23 Feb 95 p 7 


{Report by Gaye Davis] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Hard questions will be asked at 
next weekend’s meeting of ANC’s national executive 
committee (NEC) in the wake of repeated scandals 
shaking the movement and the crisis wracking its 
Women’s League. The concern goes beyond the impact 
on the ANC’s image within South Africa and abroad. “‘It 
goes to the heart of the problems the ANC is experi- 
encing internally,” an NEC source said. 


Individuals’ access to discretionary funds—such as the 
R350,000 [rands] cheque Winnie Mandela received 
from Pakistan—-was a major worry. “This discretionary 
money is being used io piay all sorts of factional games 
within the ANC,” another NEC source said. “It is a 
recipe for factionalism, careet-building and patronage. 
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“It undermines the Women’s League, and resulting 
weaknesses are then exploited. The same goes for the 
Youth League. These organisations end up being used as 
platforms for personal careers anc not for the good of the 
organisation. It is clear now that large amounts of funds 
have been involved.” 


Another NEC source said: “There will be hard talking— 
we must meet these !ssues head on. There is concern that 
if we keep these people within the organisation we could 
be faced with a split some years down the line.” 


In a meeting on Monday between President Nelson 
Mandela and ANC Secretary General Cyril Ramaphosa, 
it was decided to set up a standing disciplinary com- 
mittee to investigate ANC members’ misconduct. In the 
past ANC disciplinary committees have operated on an 
ad hoc basis. 


It is unclear whether all ANC MPs have signed the code 
of conduct drawn up by constitutional affairs expert 
Kader Asmal, which demands disclosure of income and 
all gifts worth more than R200. But ANC members are 
asking why it took so long for the code to be finalised. A 
rygister is available to officials and members of the NEC. 


It ist \derstood President Nelson Mandela has received 
a report on an investigation into former Youth League 
member Peter Mokaba’s National Tourism Foundation 
(NTF), which recently closed amid a welter of allegations 
about misused funds. Mokaba, chairman of the Parlia- 
mentary Select Committee on Tourism, earned a salary 
of around R250,000 a year from the NTF. 


The ANC has always tended to keep dissidents within 
the fold, and has survived complex challenges during its 
years in exile by doing so. But members are asking 
whether the political cost is not too great. 


“These scandals keep on breaking. It’s a bit like deja vu for 
people within the ANC who have been unhappy with 
people like Boesak since the 1980s—disreputable charac- 
ters on whom we rather mechanically lean, expecting them 
to win constituencies they never deliver,”’ a source said. 


At the heart of the ANC’s difficulties lies the 1993 
assassination of South African Communist Party leader 
Chris Hani, and the lack of effective, accountable leaders 
to take his place in articulating the concerns of the 
country’s most marginalised, and potentially disruptive, 
sectors—the youth and the homeless. This gap, an NEC 
source said, had been exploited demagogically. 


But, said an ANC MP: The issue is not black and white. 
People like Winnie Mandela are under pressure to artic- 
ulate concerns of that section of the community and its 
important they’re articulated within the ANC and not 
outside it. 


“Ejecting people like Winnie could mean they take a 
significant, volatile portion of society with them,” the 
source said. The question is the extent to which it is 
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important to keep those seen to be speaking on behalf of 
the must marginalised so as to keep them within the 
ANC, despite the political cost. 


“This has to be weighed against the cost to the peace 
process if they went elsewhere and became less 
restrained.” It was important to recognise the role they 
had played in keeping “potentially unstable parts of the 
community within the fold”. 


Others argue there are precedents in the ANC for clip- 
ping the wings of those whose conduct threatens the 
health of the organisation. “Not by throwing them out of 
the organisation but by firing some shots across their 
bows. This could involve removing them from their 
positions. Some lines have to be drawn,” a source said. 


Some ANC members are growing weary of renegade 
menibers being dealt with within the movement and 
then returning to haunt them. “North-West Premier 
Popo Molefe acted decisively when he axed (former 
agriculture MEC) Rocky Malebane-Metsing. Then he 
was undermined somewhere along the line and Metsing 
came back on board. The problem hasn't gone away— 
now we hear about the million AgriBank loan.” 


There is also concern at the leadership’s apparent pas- 
sivity in dealing decisively and effectively with errant 
members. 


Passivity on the part of the ANC hierarchy, while under- 
stood in terms of the delicacy required to deal with a party 
which, in the words of one ANC MP, is “virtually a 
multi-party democracy in itself”, is also seen as enabling 
opposition parties to dance gleefully on the high ground. 


Mandela himself is perceived to be tied down by his own 
morality: his intimation that Boesak might be found 
another government post if acquitted of criminal charges 
arising from his Foundation for Peace and Justice 
debacle sent shivers down the spine of ANC members 
who have long been troubled by his presence in the 
movement. 


An NEC source said: “It would be worse if the truth 
didn’t come out, because people could be manipulated 
by worse forces.” 


Dealing effectively with those who bring the organisation 
into disrepute puts the ANC on the horns of a 
dilemma—but deal with them it must. 


Further Discussion Needed 


MB1902163395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2122 GMT 18 Feh 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Feb 18 SAPA— 
The top structure of the African National Congress, 
including President Nelson Mandela, and senior ANC 
Women’s League [ANCWL] National Executive Com- 
mittee [NEC] members met in Johannesburg on Sat- 
urday night without resolving the crisis caused by the 
resignation of 11 ANCWL NEC members last weekend. 


FBIS-AFR-95-034 
21 February 1995 


ANC Secretary-General Cyril Ramaphosa said the 
meeting had “‘adjourned” and would continue soon on a 
Gate yet to be set. Mr Ramaphosa said ANCWL Presi- 
dent Winnie Mandela—as was the case with a number of 
other senior ANC officials—was absent because of prior 
commitments. He said the meeting had been “very 
constructive”’ and a number of views were exchanged. 


Some of the trustees of the venture had also Leen 
present. All concerned had agreed on the need for a 
process to resolve the problems besetting the Women’s 
League. Further constructive discussions would take 
place when the meeting resumed. Those present were 
confident solutions would be found. 


Mr Ramaphosa said the meeting had “simply run out of 
time’. A number of those attending, many of whom had 
been at an ANC workshop during the day, had other 
engagements to keep. It started at about 7PM and ended 
shortly after 9PM. 


The Road to Freedom, the tourism venture involving 
film star Omar Sharif and Mrs Mandela, and mentioned 
by a spokesman for the 1! who resigned as the last in a 
long series of incidents that had led to their decision to 
quit because of ANCWL involvement, had not been 
discussed, said Mr Ramaphosa. 


“We should be given a chance to address matters that 
have given rise to the problems,” he said. “The meeting 
was not inconclusive—we simply did not have time to 
address everything that needed to be discussed.” 


Mr Ramaphosa indicated it would not be proper at this 
stage to deal with issues that had been raised. But there 
were clear problems in the Women’s League, he added. 
The resignation of the 11 was “a problem in itself’. A 
whole range of issues needed to be discussed, he said. 


The meeting was reported to have been called by Mr 
Mandela. 


On her arrival at the venue one of those who resigned, 
Mrs Adelaide Tambo, widow of former ANC President 
Oliver Tambo, described the mood (of the meeting) as 
“exuberant’’. She denied a split in ANCWL, saying: “We 
are having discussions, how can you call it a split.” 


Last Sunday Mr Mandela met the 14 members of the 
ANCWL’s NEC in Johannesburg. A spokesman said 
after the meeting the | 1 resignations stood, but that Mr 
Mandela, who said he was “hurt and dissatisfied”, would 
try to “heal the rift”. 


ANCWL President Mrs Winnie Mandela did not attend 
that meeting. She was already committed to a meeting 
with the Congress of Traditional Leaders of South Africa 
last Sunday. 


Those who resigned charged that the ANCWL had 
undemocratic leadership. 
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Mbeki: ‘Nothing To Investigate’ on W. Mandela 


MB2002103495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1004 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[FBIS 7 ransci ‘bed Text] Cape Town Feb 20 SAPA—The 
goveriment wes not investigating Mrs Winnie Man- 
dela’s alleged involvement in corruption as there was 
nothing to investigate, Deputy President Mr Thabo 
Mbeki said on Monday. Addressing a media briefing in 
Cape Town, he said the government would only act on 
such allegations once it had conducted its own invest'- 
gation into their truth. 


“This does not mean we are delaying decisions or 
sweeping anything under the carpet.... If substantiated, 
you will see the firm and equivocal action the president 
(Mr Nelson Mandela) spoke about.” The government 
would, however, start considering corruptioi: related 
claims involving Mrs Mandela, Dr Allan Boesak, Mr 
Peter Mokaba and Maj-Gen Bantu Holomisa on 
Monday (Feb 20). “There are things being done (by 
government) which are not known generally,” he said. 


The ANC’s National Executive Committee [NEC] would 
also discuss its response to these matters at its usual 
weekly meeting. Mr Mbeki said ANC media spokesman 
Mr Jackson Mthembu had been briefed to investigate 
Mrs Mandela’s alleged involvement in cross-border dia- 
mond deals. An internal probe into Mrs Mandela’s ANC 
Security and Welfare Department had been handled by 
ANC Treasurer-General Mr Thomas Nkobi, who has 
died. “I suppose the NEC did not take (the investigation) 
any further,” Mr Mbeki said. 


He said Mr Mokaba’s National Tourism Forum [NTF] 
had appointed auditors to conduct two independent 
investigations into its affairs, and their reports were 
expected early this week. The NTF had also set up an 
independent commission which was expected to report 
soon. A judicial commission was investigating corrup- 
tion in Transkei, formerly ruled by Maj-Gen Holomisa. 
Mr Mbeki said it never had been alleged that money was 
stolen in a video project involving Dr Boesak, “but that 
(Swedish donor aid) had been used for purposes other 
than given’. Reputable lawyers were investigating the 
use of Danish funding by Dr Boesak’s Foundation of 
Peace and Justice, and the government was waiting for 
the outcome of this inquiry. 


ANC Women’s League Accepts 11 Resignations 


MB2002175295 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 1600 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Executive Com- 
mittee [NEC] of the ANC’s Women’s League has 
accepted the resignations of 11 of its executive members. 
National organizer of the league, Ms. Ntombi Shope, 
announced in Cape Town today that there would be no 
further talks on the issue. Linda van Tilburg reports: 


[Begin recording] [Van Tilburg] Several attempts were 
made by President Nelson Mandela and other senior 
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ANC leaders to patch up differences between Mrs. 
Mandela and 11 senior members of the Women’s 
Leag):e. Talks this past weekend ended inconclusively as 
mernbers envisaged further talks on the matter. But this 
afternoon Mrs. Mandela unilaterally made up her mind 
about the future of the Women’s League. 


{Shope} The NEC meeting resolved to accept ‘he resig- 
nations of the 11 ex-NEC members who have resigned in 
the media. 


[Van Tilburg] The romaining members also decided to 
go ahead with the Omar Sharif tourism project, The 
Road to Freedom, which was one of the issues that 
caused the resignations of the 11 members. An* Mrs. 
. fandela, hinting at irregularities in the ANC’s Women’s 
Lvague, announced thai the financial affairs of the league 
would be given a public audit. [end recording] 


Milions Missing From W. Mandela Settlement 


MB1802163795 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 18 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] More than a million rands in fees 
paid by about 10,000 families in the Winnie Mandela 
informal settlement at Tembisa on the East Rand has 
disappeared. Families are reported to have paid 165 rands 
for a site and services, but the land on which they erected 
their shacks is believed to be private. Civic organization 
representatives said they would investigate the allegations 
and appeal from the Gauteng Government. 


W. Mandela Agency Lacks Financial Statement 


MB1902190595 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 19 Feb 95 p 3 


[Report by Nicola Koz] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Winnie Mandela and her pov- 
erty relief organisation, the Coordinated Anti-Poverty 
Programme, have been given less than a month to 
submit financial statements to the Registrar of Compa- 
nies in Pretoria after falling foul of the Companies Act. 


A Registrar official confirmed on Friday that the develop- 
meni organisation had failed to abide by the Act, which 
stipulates that all Section 21 companies—companies not 
for gain—must submit financial statements. 


The Registrar’s office posted a letter to the organisation 
on Friday demanding the statements. 


The organisation has to lodge the relevant documenta- 
tion within 14 days of receiving the letter. If it fails to do 
so, the Registrar will hand the matter to the police for 
investigation. 


Mrs Mandela set up the poverty relief programme in 
1992 “to contribute to the process of development and 
empowerment of disadvantaged communities”. 
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The organisation appears not to have kept records of 
donations, but it is believed Mrs Mandela has received at 
least R426,000 [rands] from foreign embassies and local 
businesses. For the past two-and-a-half years, the organ- 
isation has concentrated its energy on a honsing project 
in Phola Park on the East Rand. 


The Registrar official said the organisation should have 
been audited “at least once” since it was officially 
registered in January 1993. 


The organisation's auditing firm, Pema Lakha and Asso- 
ciates, has refused to divulge any deiaztls about its client’s 
finances on several occasions, on the grounds that such 
information is confidential. But an employee at the firm 
said in December that the organisation had never been 
audited. 


It was also established this week that R360,000 donated 
by Pakistani P“me Minister Benazir Bhutto, which Mrs 
Mandela says sne gave to the poverty relief organisation, 
was intended for a number of South African women’s 
organisations. 


Mrs Mandela invited several women’s organisaticns to 
her Orlando, Soweto, home to meet Mrs Bhutto in May 
last year. According to those tiesent, Mrs Bhutto said 
the money was to be channelled through the ANC 
Women’s League and that all interested organisations 
could benefit by applying to the league for a portion of 
the funds. 


One cf the women present at the meeting, former 
director of Operation Hunger Ina Perlman, said on 
Friday she had been under the impression that “the 
cheque was to go towards women’s development in 
South Africa”’. She said her recollection was “vague” but 
she was certain the cheque was to be given to the league 
“on the assumption and in the hope that the money 
would become available to other groups”. 


A former member of the league’s executive, Baleka 
Kgositsile, said this week that the donation had not been 
handed to them. 


However, Mrs Mandela’s office said the money had been 
given to her “to be used at her discretion for the 
development of underdeveloped communities”, and she 
had decided to give it to her poverty relief organisation. 


De Klerk on Results of National Party Caucus 


MB1902131595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1807 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Stellenbosch Feb 18 SAPA— 
The National Party [NP] did not see any significant 
political party on the horison with which it wished to 
enter an alliance, NP leader, Deputy President F W de 
Klerk said at Stellenbosch in the Western Cape on 
Saturday. He was speaking at a press conference after @ 
day-long meeting of the NP’s national and provincial 
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public representatives. Not one member of the combined 
caucus had suggested pulling out of the governmeni of 
national unity, he said. 


There had also been consensus that the party retain its 
name. “We believe we have a good name which is 
relevant to the new South Africa,” he said. 


Flanked by the NP’s senior leadership corps he said the 
perception that the party was in the “slipstream ”’ of the 
African National Congress was wrong. The NP was 
determined it would again become the biggest party in 
South Africa. The NP believed power-sharing should 
continue, and should the NP again become the biggest 
party, it would follow a policy of inclusivity. 


He said speculation about the existence of factions in the 
party was untrue. 


The NF caucus had been informed on what had been 
done to identify clear-cut policy issues, and in next 
week’s debate on President Nelson Mandela’s opening of 
Parliament speech it would start to expand its main 
differences with the ANC and other parties and what 
solutions it advocated. 


The fact that NP did not see any party at present with 
which it was prepared to enter a formal alliance did not 
mean it would go it alone. It wanted to co-operate with 
all parties where there was agreement on principle. The 
NP would take the initiative in ensuring there was 
co-operation in the interests of all South Africans. 


At question time, Mr de Klerk said the NP believed the 
right of elected representatives to regroup across party- 
political lines should be entrenched and it would make 
submissions in this regard in the process of the writing of 
South Africa’s final constitution. 


The NP was unhappy with section 43(b) of the Interim 
Constitution, which stipulated anyone who crossed the 
floor had to resign, and believed it should be replaced 
with a measure providing for some mobility. 


He said the caucus had been a good one and conducted 
in a good spirit, typical of how a dynamic debate was 
carried out in the NP. 


Kriel Denies Ordering Reopening of School 


MB1802190995 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 18 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The controversial Ruyterwacht 
primary school in the Cape Peninsula won't reopen on 
Monday [20 February] after all. Western Cape Premier 
Hernus Kriel says the media got it all wrong by reporting 
that he had overruled the decision by Education MEC 
[Member of the Executive Council] Martha Olckers to 
close the school. Mr. Kriel said that during crisis talks 
yesterday he agreed only to investigate ways to adapt the 
premises for school purposes. The school was closed for 
health reasons, and Mr. Kriel maintains that no children 
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can use the premises while the water supply remains cut 
off and drains and toilets are blocked. 


Arsonists Set Fire to Ruyterwacht School 


MB1902163795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1123 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 19 SAPA— 
Arsonists set fire to the Ruyterwacht Primary School in 
Epping in the Cape Peninsula on Sunday, scene of 
violent racial conflict between local residents and black 
township pupils bused in during the past week. 


Western Cape police spokesman Lt Ben Theron said the 
fire, which was noticed by two policemen on guard duty 
at 4AM, caused damage mainly to a door and an alley 
leading to the school hall. Members of Epping’s fire 
department were on the scene within minutes of being 
alerted and extinguished the blaze. The two policemen 
had just moved from the front entrance to the rear of the 
premises when they spotted the fire. 


Petrol was poured over the front doors of the hall from 
where a trail of the fluid led along a footpath to the 
outside of the school from where the blaze was set. 


“The front doors were badly damaged as well as an alley 
leading to the school hall.” Lt Theron said. Wood 
panelling in the entrance leading into the hall was also 
damaged. 


Lt Theron said police were investigating all possibilities 
as to who had started the fire. The number of guards had 
been increased and the school was being patrolled 
around the clock. 


The fire comes in the wake of a meeting between Western 
Cape Premier Hernus Kriel, members of his cabinet and the 
National Education Co-ordinating Committee. 


In a statement on Saturday Mr Kriel said that for health 
reasons the premises could not accommodate any stu- 
dents at present as toilets and washing facilities had been 
destroyed. 


Education Minister Martha Olckers closed the school on 
Thursday. 


Mr Kriel said that a committee had been appointed to 
investigate the possible reopening of the school. 


Ruyterwacht residents on Saturday warned of renewed 
racist violence in the wake of Mr Kriel’s decision to 
investigate reopening the school to black children. A 
Ruyterwacht community committee spokesman said the 
body was disbanding and warned that Mr Kriel’s deci- 
sion to reopen the school would lead to a repetition of 
the chaos of the past two weeks. 


Diplomatic Ties Established With ‘Palestine’ 


MB1502142695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1326 GMT 15 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 15 SAPA— 
South Africa has established full diplomatic relations 
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with the state of Palestine, Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo 
announced on Wednesday. He was speaking at a joint 
press conference with Palestinian Foreign Minister 
Farug ’Qaddumi, who also heads the Political Depart- 
ment of the Palestine Liberation Organisation. 


Mr N2zo said the establishment of ties with Palestine 
should be seen in the context of South Africa’s determi- 
nation to “de-ideologise”’ its foreign policy. As a matter 
of principle, South Africa recognised states and main- 
tained diplomatic relations with them regardless of their 
ideologies. “With regard to the Middle East, South 
Africa has for some time been adopting an approach of 
even-handedness in dealing with the conflict and the 
peace process.” Links with Palestine did not in any way 
affect South Africa’s long-standing relationship with 
Israel or its support for the right of Israelis to live within 
secure borders. 


Mr ’Qaddumi, who is second in command to PLO 
Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat, said the new relationship with 
South Africa reaffirmed the commitment of both countries 
to the establishment of peace and stability. ‘““We pledge 
now, as we did in the past, our commitment to co- 
operation based on our principled positions in the interest 
of our peoples and in the interests of peace. development 
and stability.” The withdrawal of Israeli troops from the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip would contribute to the 
achievement of self-determination and independence by 
Palestinians. Mr ’Qaddumi’s delegation, which has been in 
South Africa for four days, also meet with President 
Nelson Mandela on Wednesday morning. 


Israeli Ambassador on South African Ties 


MB1602122395 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
16 Feb 95 p 21 


[Report on interview with Elazar Granot, Israeli ambas- 
sador to South Africa, by Immanuel Suttner, in Pretoria; 
date not given—poem within slantlines published in italics] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] /A falcon shot heavenward and I 
began my hero pilgrimage for forty years I've been bur- 
dened by courage all alone in this terrible mirage It’s I, 
Nimrod, the great and awful and on my shoulder, perched, 
tremulously the famous hunting bird named sparrow also 
nicknamed Liberty./ —Elazar Granot [name as published], 
from his anthology In This Bell (1969) 


Something of the fragility of new political orders is 
conveyed by the lines above, written 25 years ago by 
Elazar Granot, the new Israeli ambassador to South 
Africa. 


South Africans are well equipped to understand that 
fragility, and the lot of Israelis and Palestinians living 
with a frustratingly ambiguous peace process. Recon- 
structing the economy here, and stabilising an almost 
century-long conflict there, are both painfully slow 
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forays. Yet, according to Granot, there is nothing more 
realistic than being optimistic. 


Besides striving to see the glass as “half full”, he is also 
a member of a kibbutz, a politician who has spent his 
political life on the extreme left of the Zionist spectrum, 
and a poet who has published two slim, but critically 
acclaimed, anthologies. 


Granot arrived here three months ago to replace Alon 
Li’el, the Israeli ambassador who did much to patch up 
Israel's previously sour relationship with the ANC. In 
those three months, Granot, besides doing the diplo- 
matic “done thing” (meeting with ministers like Nzo and 
Modise, attending the ANC and NP [National Party] 
congresses) has made time to tour settlements like 
Langa, Guguletu and Khayelitsha. 


“It’s still early days. Only an idiot would judge a govern- 
ment after eight months in power: an idiot, or a malicious 
person. When I see the enormous developmental tasks 
which face this country, I feel you are looking at least a 
ten-year plan, one that can only succeed if critical mass of 
the South African nation accepts the responsibility for 
transformation. The task is not just on the shoulders of the 
ANC or the Government of National Unity.” 


The diplomatic environment in which Granot finds 
himself is rather different to the one which his prede- 
cessor had initially to deal with. When Li’el arrived in 
this country three years ago, connections between Israel 
and the ANC were almost non-existent. 


But Li’el’s initially cool reception at Shell House warmed 
as he persisted in meeting with ANC leaders. Attitudes 
softened, and the accord with the PLO greatly facilitated 
the “‘melt”, knocking the ground out from the feet of 
Israel’s political detractors. 


Consequently, Granot can now spend less time 
defending Israel and more time establishing channels for 
bilateral cooperation. The diplomatic environment is 
different in other ways too. As Granot observes, two 
years ago there were only 26 embassies here, now there 
are almost 90. South Africa is becoming a centre of 
political activity, not just for the African continent, but 
also internationally. 


The Israeli embassy is on good terms with embassies of 
Morocco, Tunisia, Jordan, and Egypt, and new contacts 
with countries which still refuse to recognise Israel are 
being made all the time. 


Three weeks ago, at a party hosted by Pik Botha, Granot 
shook hands with Saudi Arabia's minister of energy (SA 
is thinking of diversifying its oil supply). 


Yet Granot has mixed feelings about South Africa’s 
increasingly complex trade relations with Iran (almost 60 
percent of SA’s oil comes from Iran). 


“That South Africa wants to establish relations with as 
many states as possible in the world, and after years of 
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isolation and pariah status is understandable. At the 
same time we have expressed our worry about the 
relationship with Iran, Libya and Sudan, three countries 
that are actively hostile to Israel, and fiercely interested 
in derailing the peace process by every means, including 
attacks within and outside Israel. 


“We have asked our partners in the South African 
foreign office to use their healthy relations with these 
states to help establish some kind of dialogue between 
them and us to reduce tensions.” 


The themes of compromise, respect and dialogue which 
recur in Granot’s discourse are not there because he has 
adopted a politically correct lexicon on arriving in South 
Africa. They are central to his being and thought. 
Throughout the 1980s he was active in anti-apartheid 
groups in Israel, and opposed the military links with 
Pretoria 


After serving in the British Army during World War 2, 
Granot studied at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
His degree was interrupted by the 1948 war of indepen- 
dence but he managed to complete it afterwards. before 
becoming a member of a young kibbutz in the north of 
Israel called Sassa. 


This was during the period of the fedayeen—Arab infil- 
trators from Gaza, Jordan and Syria—who stole across 
the borders and attacked Israeli settlements. Between 
1951 and 1955, 967 Israelis were killed in these raids. 
One of them was Granot’s wife, leaving him the sole 
protector of two small children. 


This event never changed Granot’s political position: “It 
was my personal tragedy, but there were many tragedies 
around me.” 


“It has never affected my belief that the Palestinians 
have the right to self-determination. I understand anger 
and I accept that there is desire for revenge, but we try on 
a personal and national level to sublimate. 


“*As a people, we can’t allow our anger or pain or desire 
for revenge to guide us. I don’t say peace at all costs, but 
if we can avoid war for the coming generations, and we 
don’t, it’s criminal.” 


He Joined Mapam (The United Workers’ Party) in the 
year of its founding, 1948. It was the first Zionist party to 
have Arab candidates on its election list. Immediately 
after the Six Day War, Mapam began calling for a 
withdrawal from most of the territory taken, and 
opposed the establishment of Jewish settlements in Gaza 
and the West Bank. In the 1980s Granot was Mapam’s 
secretary-general and chairman. Elected to the Knesset 
in 1981, he remained there until his retirement in 1988. 


According to Granot, the recent spate of suicide bomb- 
ings in Israel is designed to kill both people and the peace 
process: “The Israeli government, and in my opinion 
every decent person, expects enlightened governments to 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-034 
21 February 1995 


condemn the attacks, their perpetrators, and the coun- 
tries which send, train and support them. We call on 
governments to support the peace process, not just with 
rhetoric but with deeds and investments, especially in 
the Gaza Strip.” 


He feels that one way of reviving the Oslo accords 
(reeling from both Islamic fundamentalist terrorist 
attacks, and from Israel right-wing settlement activity in 
the West Bank) would be for President Mandela to visit 
Israel and the Gaza-Jericho enclave. 


“Rabin and Arafat,”’ says Granot, “need moral support 
if they are to overcome the strong internal opposition 
they both face. President Mandela can say to all those 
who oppose the peace process: ‘I went the route of 
compromise, and I, with my parents on the other side, 
saved South Africa’. He has the right to say it, he has the 
moral stature, and his appearing before the various 
parliaments of the Middle East would have an enormous 
impact.” 


Of course, there are other positives to a visit by Mandela. 
It would upgrade the SA-Israel relationship, and signal to 
Government, Organisations and businessmen that it is 
now politically correct to deal with Israel. 


But even without this sanction, several Joint develop- 
ment projects are under way. The Israelis are working 
with a number of governmental and non-governmental 
agencies, and flying people to Israel for a wide range of 
courses in water management, primary health care, local 
government, and crop growth in semi-arid zones. Plans 
to build a model training farm here are well advanced. 
The project will be self sustaining, with students working 
half-day and studying the rest. 


In all five agreements, focusing on bilateral co-operation 
in trade, environmental quality, education and culture, 
are to be signed. The agreements have already been 
ratified by the Israeli government and will soon by the 
SA Government too. 


“We have common development goals” says Granot, 
“there are strong basic mutual interests, and upon this 
we can build a fruitful relationship.” 


Swedish Premier Arrives in Cape Town 18 Feb 


MB1802202695 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in English 1800 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson says South Africans cannot expect the govern- 
ment of national unity to meet all their requirements 
overnight. He told a voter registration session in Cape 
Town that even rich countries battled to meet the needs 
of its people. Mr. Carlsson is on a historic visit to the 
country, the first by a Swedish head of state. 


[Begin recording] [Correspondent] The Swedish Air 
Force aircraft touched down at Cape Town’s D.F. Malan 
Airport just after 9 o’clock this morning. Mr. Carlsson 
and his entourage, including his justice minister, Ms. 
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Laila Freivalds, got the red carpet treatment. They were 
welcomed by South African Foreign Minister Alfred 
Nzo, Deputy Foreign Minister Aziz Pahad, and Justice 
Minister Dullah Omar. After a brief exchange of greet- 
ings, Mr. Carlsson was whisked away by his aides. Later 
in the day the delegation visited the Swedish voter 
education project in Khayelitsha near Cape Town. The 
Swedish Government has given substantial financial aid 
and moral support to liberation movements in South 
Africa in the past. Mr. Carlsson called on voters not to 
lose patience with the government. 


[Carlsson] I understand exactly when you are telling me 
that people expect results when they voted for ANC in 
April, but of course no government—and it’s impossible 
also for the ANC to be able to do this in a few months. It 
takes much longer time, even for a very rich country, it 
would take much longer time. 


[Correspondent] The last stop in the area was a visit to 
families in the Khayelitsha squatter camp. 


[Carlsson] Do you own this house? Is it yours? 
[Unidentified resident] It’s my material. 
[Carlsson] It’s your material? 

[Resident] Yes. 


[Correspondent] On Monday Mr. Carlsson will sign an 
aid agreement with President Mandela and will address 
Parliament later in the day. [end recording] 


Addresses Parliament 


MB2002112695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1001 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Parliament Feb 20 SAPA— 
There was a strong will in the international community 
to support development in the new democratic South 
Africa and the Swedish Government and people would 
like to contribute to this process, Sweden’s prime min- 
ister, Mr Ingvar Carlsson, said on Monday. In a special 
address to Parliament, he said South Africa had a special 
place in Swedish peoples’ hearts. 


In the early 1960s Sweden had become the first Western 
country to give official assistance to the southern African 
liberation struggle. Mr Carlsson, who was given a 
standing ovation both on his entry into the National 
Assembly chamber and at the end of his speech, said an 
important consequence of the world-wide shift of focus 
from states to people was the need for greater security. 
This required the world to address the culture of violence 
in everyday life, which was a major source of insecurity 
for people everywhere—especially women and children. 


South Africa’s reconstruction and development was not 
happening in isolation but in close interaction with 
peoples and nations not only in the region but on the 
continent and the whole world. “Today we are all 
neighbours in a global neighbourhood. Never in our 
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history has the interdependence of nations been stronger 
... We must all share the efforts and responsibilities of 
securing our common future,” Mr Carlsson said. States 
and people could only achieve their goals through 
working together. 


“To be neighbours in the global neighbourhood applies 
not only to states relating to each other but more and 
more to people relating to people. Despite injustices, 
violence and suffering, people today have better precon- 
ditions than ever to control their destinies.” Mr Carlsson 
said a strong international civil society was growing and 
South Africa was a good example of this development. 
“Through the building of a strong civil society, you 
managed not only to create capacity to take control of 
your lives, but to control a peaceful political transition to 
democracy.” 


He and President Nelson Mandela had signed a develop- 
ment assistance agreement on Monday in terms of which 
the Swedish government would give South Africa about 
R170 million [rands] in the next fiscal year. Sweden hoped 
to increase the value of this aid by building on its earlier 
co-operation and targeting sectors where it could also 
contribute knowledge and know-how. Sweden wished to 
support the transformation of the public administration 
and key activities facilitating South Africa’s economic 
reconstruction and development. 


“The basis of the programme lies in support for the 
democratic development and the levelling of social and 
economic differences,” Mr Carlsson said. Last year’s 
election in South Africa had been the final victory for the 
struggle for peace and freedom in the country, and 
President Nelson Mandela and the South African people 
had given the world an outstanding example of what 
democracy was. In the few days he had been in South 
Africa, he had already noticed “the apparent spirit of 
reconciliation”. “‘People | meet in the streets, in suburbs 
and townships all express the same joint desire to make 
this country work.” 


—Welcoming Mr Carlsson to Parliament, the speaker, 
Dr Frene Ginwala, drew warm applause from espe- 
cially ANC and PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] 
benches when she said that, together with other 
Nordic countries, Sweden had empowered the libera- 
tion movements to execute their struggle against 
apartheid. 


—Mr Carlsson was the fourth foreign government head 
to address South Africa’s first fully democratic parlia- 
ment, following France’s President Francois Mitter- 
and, Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe and 
British Prime Minister John Major. 


Talks With Mandela 


MB2002101195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0937 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Feb 20 SAPA— 
President Nelson Mandela said on Monday he had 
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“taken note” of former spymaster Craig Williamson’s 
claims of National Party government involvement in 
assassinations and bombings of its political opponents. 
The claims were carried in media reports on Monday. 
Mr Mandela said a statement would be issued after the 
details of Mr Williamson’s expose had been studied, as it 
would be irresponsible to comment merely on media 
reports. 


The president was speaking at a Tuynhuys press confer- 
ence after a meeting with Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson. Mr Mandela said he told Mr Carlsson there 
had been stiff opposition to the Truth and Reconcilia- 
tion Commission from highly placed government offi- 
cials whose roles in the past gross human rights violation 
would be exposed by it. He and Justice Minister Dullah 
Omar had briefed Mr Carlsson on progress in setting up 
the commission. He had assured Mr Carlsson there was 
no question of witchhunts against anybody. The com- 
mission was part of the process that had to be gone 
through to achieve nation building and reconciliation. 


Sinn Fein Seeks RSA Role in Peace Efforts 


MB1602202095 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1900 GMT 16 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Irish Republican Army's 
political wing, Sinn Fein, has called on South Africa 
[RSA] to become actively involved in efforts to bring 
lasting peace in Ireland. 


Speaking at a news conference in Pretoria early this 
evening, National Chairman of Sinn Fein (Tom Hadley) 
said South Africa had a common experience to share 
with Northern Ireland. He said there were several 
aspects of South Africa’s negotiated settlement, among 
them trust and cooperation, that could lead toward 
working for a definite settlkemeni in Northern Ireland. 
The IRA has been fighting for self-determination from 
British rule for 27 years. Sinn Fein has dismissed reports 
that it will support terrorist attacks should the current 
negotiations fail. 


To date the party has met with the IFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party], Freedom Front, ANC, DP [Democratic 
Party], and the National Party. 


South African Press Review for 17 Feb 
MB1702112395 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


BEELD 


Constitutional Court a ‘Milestone’—‘South Africans 
can be proud of the opening of the Constitutional Court 
on 14 February,” notes an editorial on page 12 of 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 15 February. “An 
institution was created in which all citizens, from the 
lowliest to the most important, can seek protection when 
their most basic rights are threatened. As long as the 
Constitution remains in force, the newly inaugurated 
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Constitutional Court will make it impossible for even a 
strong government with a large majority in Parliament to 
use laws to rob people of their civil and human rights. 
President Mandela rightly said that continued democ- 
racy in South Africa will depend on this institution,” the 
editorial states. ‘If it does what is good and proper for all 
South African, democracy will take deeper root and 
flourish. Democratic behavior—respect for the law, tol- 
erance, and civil obedience—will become the norm.” 


Bhengu ‘Interfering’ in Tertiary Institutions—A second 
editorial on the same page states: “First it was Model C 
schools, now it seems that Education Minister Sibusiso 
Bhengu is interfering unnecessarily in universities and 
technikons.”’ BEELD cites reports that the minister has 
said “tertiary institutions will no longer be able to decide 
on their own how they use their government subsidies. 
That boils down to interference with their autonomy and 
successful functioning. He has threatened to do the same 
to Model C schools. In both cases, these systems are 
working well and are an asset to the country.” The 
government could better use these institutions for its 
Reconstruction and Development Program, states the 
editorial, ‘by allocating more money for bursaries and 
academic support programs to make them more acces- 
sible to capable, but disadvantaged students. At the same 
time, the government should recognize and respect the 
autonomy of the universities and technikons so that they 
remain an outstanding asset to the whole country.” 


WEEKLY MAIL & GUARDIAN 


Dealing With ‘Gang of Three’-—President Nelson Man- 
dela ‘‘faces a tough test of his political and moral 
leadership,” notes the page-32 editorial in Johannesburg 
WEEKLY MAIL & GUARDIAN in English on 17-23 
February. The “antics” of Winnie Mandela, Peter Mok- 
aba, and Bantu Holomisa, as well as corruption allega- 
tions against Allan Boesak and Rocky Malebane- 
Metsing, “‘continue to erode his and his party’s moral 
and political record,” the editorial states. ‘““What Man- 
dela needs is a solution that keeps miscreant leaders in 
line, but attempts to avoid driving them out of the party 
into an even more mischievous role.” According to the 
editorial, Mandela’s current approach is too hesitant. He 
must implement new codes of conduct for cabinet min- 
isters now, “while his authority is still strong and the 
rules are still being written.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Growing Pains’ in Economy—‘‘Reserve Bank Governor 
Chris Stal’s contention earlier this week that a Bank rate 
increase would not restrict economic growth appears to 
be supported by the strong growth recorded in last year’s 
third and fourth quarters,” begins the page-10 editorial 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 17 
February. ‘““Modest interest rate increases would seem 
appropriate to nip incipiently higher inflation in the bud 
and help keep the balance of payments manageable.” 
Continued management of the economy is necessary to 
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ensure that growth occurs at an affordable pace, the 
editorial states. The current economic upswing is “dif- 
ferent from others because it can go on for longer, but 
not because growth rates will be significantly higher. 
More significant is that the downswing, when it comes, 
should be gentle. We should be in for a pattern of soft 
landings and gentle rises. A growth rate of about 3 
percent is the best we can do in the short term. Only 
structural change will pull the economy free of the 
growth straitjacket.” 


New Police Approach Praised—Police conduct at during 
the Lenasia squatter invasion was “exemplary,” notes a 
second editorial on the same page of BUSINESS DAY. 
“With several hundred people—many, no doubt, with 
legitimate grievances—actively and deliberately flouting 
the law, the possibility of bloody confrontation would, in 
the past, have been strong.” According to BUSINESS 
DAY, “it seems the police have come round to recogn- 
ising that firmness need not mean brutality.” The “cool 
and even-handed approach” by police at Lenasia 
calmed, rather than heightened tension. 


SOWETAN 


‘Iron Fist’ Needed To Resolve Disruption—The recent 
violence at Ruyterwacht school in Cape Town, in which 
the white community took up weapons against school- 
children, was a step backward for South Africa, states a 
page-10 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 17 February. “For the Government, the issue 
here is simple. The school is a public facility that should 
be available for use by all citizens of this country.” It 
adds: “‘Anybody disrupting this simple process should be 
sorted out with an iron fist. That goes for the residents 
who should be at work and not toyi-toying [protest 
dancing] outside the school, threatening violence. That 
also goes for the pupils who should be in classes and not 
hurling abuse and stones at the fences or vandalising the 
school which they should be proud of inheriting.” 


NEW NATION 


Criticism Must Follow Party Structures—“Winnie Man- 
dela’s retraction of her criticism of the government of 
national unity and the President’s ultimatum that she 
should apologise or be fired must not be overlooked as 
just another hiccup,” begins a page-9 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg NEW NATION in English on 17 February. “It 
has brought to the fore important questions about how 
the government, and the ANC in particular, hopes to 
conduct its business—especially in as far as it relates to 
self-criticism.” For the criticism of a party by one of its 
members to be constructive, it must be raised “within 
the discipline of party structures.” “But it must also be 
said that when criticism is delivered within the confines 
of party discipline, the organisation must consider itself 
duty bound to act transparently on the criticism, if valid, 
and correct its shortcomings. Unless it does, the conse- 
quence will be its inevitable self-destruction.” 
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THE STAR 


‘Normalisation’ of Foreign Relations—The establish- 
ment of ties with the “State of Palestine” represents the 
‘“‘welcome normalisation of relations,” states a page-12 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 17 
February. “We have long-established ties with Israel that 
have survived apartheid follies to flourish in a new era of 
even-handedness. Thus, the recognition of Palestine 
should not be read as taking sides. If anything, it dem- 
onstrates a powerful neutrality as Palestine painfully 
negotiates its future with Israel. Would we could bury the 
bogies of the past as easily with the People’s Republic of 
China and Taiwan, but there our even hand has not yet 
been grasped by Beijing.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Lenasia, Ruyterwacht Incidents ‘Shocking’—‘There are 
lessons both at Ruyterwacht [Primary School] and 
Lenasia Extension 13 for the provincial governments 
concerned,” states a page-6 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 16 February. According to 
the editorial, Gauteng Executive Council Member for 
Housing Dan Mofokeng should be commended for 
“taking a tough line” against the squatters who illegal 
occupied 200 houses. The squatters’ behavior showed a 
lack of respect for property rights, “nor have they 
appreciated that they are breaking a moratorium on 
illegal occupations.” THE CITIZEN contends the matter 
should have been resolved before it reached a crisis. In 
Ruyterwacht, “a predominantly White suburb of Cape 
Town,” armed residents tried to prevent black pupils 
from entering a vacant school. ““We condemn the crude 
threats of residents and their racist insults. That is not 
the way to behave in the new South Africa. On the other 
hand, it seems that the conduct of some of the pupils was 
equally offensive.” THE CITIZEN says it would have 
expected the National Party, which runs the Western 
Cape Province, “to do everything possible to avoid 
confrontation. Planning the future use of the school in 
good time, with the knowledge if not support of the 
residents, and with due concern for the nature of the 
suburb, was clearly essential.” 


South African Press Review for 20 Feb 
MB2002102095 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


BUSINESS DAY 


Unlawful Protests Remain Problem—Unlawful and 
often violent protests occur almost daily, according to 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English in its 20 
February editorial on page 4. The problem is rooted ina 
“culture of direct action and contempt for law which 
took root during the campaign against apartheid. Like 
the rent and service boycotts, politically inspired lawless- 
ness is a legacy of the old order which lives on to haunt 
the new.” But a distinction must be drawn between 
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violent or intimidating mass action and civil disobedi- 
ence, says the editorial. The ANC government is real- 
izing the problems caused by such lawlessness. ‘The 
government’s task must be to close the historic gap 
between what is legal and what is considered legitimate. 
This means making law and policy in consultation with 
all affected interest groups, and creating credible mech- 
anisms to settle grievances and resolve disputes.” 


RAPPORT 


Mandela’s Speech Assessed—Referring to President 
Mandela’s speech opening Parliament on 17 February, a 
page 20 editorial in Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afri- 
kaans on 19 February says: “‘It would seem in more than 
one way that at least the head of state, if not the ANC in 
its entirety, has learned valuable lessons during the past 
year. Something Mr. Mandela also admits. And this is 
encouraging.” “The aging president pointed out that the 
spectators always know better than the players on the 
field” —a statement leveled at his critics. “But less than 
a year ago Mr. Mandela was still advocating the myth 
that South Africa was a rich country with enough money 
to provide a comfortable existence for each and 
everyone, should it become necessary. He, as spectator 
then, asked the voters for the opportunity to prove this.” 
“The reality of South Africa’s constitutional ‘playing 
field’ has caught up with him. He himself is now saying 
that the state’s coffers are not inexhaustible; the govern- 
ment has very limited sources...”’ ‘““The world’s financial 
markets are not charity institutions. They want profits, 
and the world’s financiers are not eager to invest in a 
country where workers display lack of discipline, where 
the crime figures are high, and productivity statistics 
low.”’ But the ANC has been “‘trying to argue away these 
facts,” saying that labor unrest had increased ‘“‘negligi- 
bly,” and when the Police Ministry said that criminal 
levels were rising to “anarchical levels,” Deputy Presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeki played it down as an “alarmist” 
statement. In his speech, Mandela warned those who 
confuse freedom with lawlessness: ‘Let it be clear to all 
that a battle is to be waged against anarchy and chaos.” 
“But if one looks past Mr. Mandela’s political footwork, 
it would appear that, like many in the country, he and his 
supporters have considerably tempered down their con- 
stitutional thinking. Realities have a way of catching up 
with everyone, rulers and citizens.” 


South African Press Review for 21 Feb 
MB2102113395 


[FBIS Editorial Report} 


THE STAR 


Answers to Old ‘Horrors’ Sought—Revelations about 
“dirty tricks” by the National Party government “are 
coming out of the woodwork now,” begins a page-14 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 21 
February. Former intelligence agent Craig Williamson’s 
confessions about the murders of Ruth First, wife of 
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South African Communist Party leader Joe Slovo, and 
ANC campaigner Jeanette Schoon and her daughter 
Katryn, as well as his role in the bombing of the ANC’s 
London offices, ‘fills us anew with revulsion over what 
the National Party Government and its securocrats did.” 
THE STAR calls for more answers: “Who sanctioned the 
bombing? Which embassy staff knew about the bomb? 
Why did the then Minister of Law and Order award 
members of the squad outstanding service awards? Who 
were the faceless murderers at police HQ who handled 
the deadly mail? The nation grieves afresh with the Slovo 
and Schoon families and waits impatiently for the 
answers.” 


‘Faint’ Alarm Sounding for Nedlac—‘“The National Eco- 
nomic Development and Labour Council [Nedlac] is the 
latest in a constantly quickening salvo of ventures designed 
to create a co-operative society where there was a confron- 
tational one, and a largely self-governing nation where 
there was an over-governed one,” states a second editorial 
on the same page of THE STAR. According to the edito- 
rial, however, “‘one alarm bell as yet ringing faintly in the 
distance” is that developments like Nedlac and the new 
labor relations bill will be “stronger on honeymooning” 
already powerful groups, such as unions and large corpo- 
rations, than on including unrepresented workers and 
small black businesses. “Let that alarm be heard and stilled 
before it becomes a clamour.”’ 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Almost Impossible Dilemma’ for Liebenberg— 
Parliament welcomed the Katz Commission’s proposals 
to eliminate inequities, such as gender discrimination, in 
the taxation system, but it balked at measures, such as 
capping the amount of tax-deductible retirement fund 
contributions and higher personal taxes for low-income 
groups, to compensate for the 3 billion rands [R] in 
revenue that would be lost, explains a page-10 editorial 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 21 
February. This creates an “almost impossible dilemma” 
for Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg. ‘“‘Liebenberg is 
being painted into a corner. The Finance Department 
has introduced non-discriminatory tax tables from 
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March |. Any thoughts of phasing in the changes to limit 
the immediate fiscal effect cannot be countenanced. It 
would not be feasible to withdraw the concession now 
that it has effectively been implemented. Where, then, is 
he going to find the extra R2.5 billion revenue in his 
Budget due to be tabled just three weeks from now?”’ The 
editorial advises Liebenberg not to overestimate next 
year’s revenues, which were underestimated this year, 
because it would endanger the economy. “The other 
option for increasing revenues by R2.5 billion is as 
simple as it would be politically unpopular—raising 
VAT to 15 percent.” Local and foreign investors, the 
markets, the employed working class, and the poor will 
all be watching how Liebenberg accounts for the R2.5 
billion in the budget, according to the editorial. ““No one 
should envy him.” 


THE CITIZEN 


National Party Needs ‘Dynamic Reassessment’— 
Deputy President F.W. de Klerk’s statements that the 
National Party, NP, will again become the biggest party 
in South Africa and that power-sharing in government 
will continue are fallacies, states the page-6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 20 February. 
“Considering the ANC won almost two-thirds of the 
votes, we cannot see how the NP can come anywhere 
near it next time, never mind exceed the ANC’s support 
to become the biggest party.”” According to THE CIT- 
IZEN, “the best the NP can hope for is to remain the 
chief opposition party, although it could be challenged 
for this role if another opposition grouping or party were 
to appear on the scene.’ Regarding power sharing, the 
editorial states, the NP is the only party that wants it to 
continue beyond the current Parliament. The editorial 
says that the NP must accept joint responsibility for 
cabinet decisions and do a better job at adopting a 
“tough, unrelenting opposition role in which it hits out 
strongly at all the many things going wrong in this 
country besides suggesting alternative policies.” “The 
NP may have papered over its differences, but it will 
have to make a more dynamic reassessment of where it is 
going, who it represents or hopes to represent, and what 
its policies should be to meet the new challenges.” 
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Angola 


UN’s Chief Observer Caught in Crossfire 


MB210207589° London BBC World Service in English 
0627 GMT 2! Feb 95 
[From the “African News” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The United Nations has 
warned of further delays in implementing the peace 
agreement signed between the Angolan Government and 
the UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola] movement. The warning came after the chief 
UN military observer in Angola, General Chris Garuba, 
was Caught in crossfire in the northern city of Uige. He 
had been trying to oversee a phased disengagement of 
government and UNITA troops. The disengagement was 
meant to happen several days ago, but the UN agreed to 
a delay after UNITA said it had logistical problems. 


Gen. Garuba says the troops stand dangerously close to 
each other. He described the situation as the most 
difficult in the whole of Angola. 


UN’s Beye Meets Savimbi in Bailundo 18 Feb 


MB1802203895 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Alioune Blondin Beye, mediator 
in the Angolan peace process, returned to Luanda late 
this afternoon. Beye had gone to Bailundo for a meeting 
with the leader of the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] to deal with Angolan 
political issues. 


[Begin Beye recording, in French with passage- 
by-passage translation into Portuguese] As part of my 
regular consultations with the parties involved in the 
Lusaka Protocol, I went to Bailundo this morning. I 
visited Bailundo after the UNITA congress and on the 
eve of an important conference in Geneva. I had in- 
depth talks with the UNITA leader and the new leader- 
ship appointed at the congress. We discussed all military 
issues. We expressed to the UNITA president our con- 
cern over continued incidents. I conveyed to President 
Savimbi a message from the UN secretary general about 
the recent serious incident involving a UN helicopter. As 
you are also aware, there will be a special meeting of the 
Joint Commission on 20 February on this incident. 


The UNITA political leadership and President Savimbi 
assured me that they will accord suitable treatment to the 
UN forces in the future. [end recording} 


Alioune Blondin Beye also referred to statements made 
by Generals Joao de Matos and Ben-Ben. 


[Begin Beye recording] Now we turn to statements made by 
Generals Joao de Matos and Ben-Ben. During the UNITA 
congress, Gen. Ben-Ben made some statements. I also 
heard that yesterday the French newspaper LE MONDE 
published a statement made by Gen. Joao de Matos. I feel 


FBIS-AFR-95-034 
21 February 1995 


the time has come to remind the military, as was rightly 
pointed out by a great Frenchman, that political issues 
should be left to politicians. We politicians did not go to 
Chipipa or Waku Kungo. The military from the govern- 
ment and UNITA should deal with issues like the disen- 
gagement of forces and the cease-fire, and leave political 
issues to the politicians. We will take measures to lessen 
tension with regard to this issue. Each side should stick to 
its duties, because we can only do well things that we know 
well. [end recording] 


Further on Meeting 


MB1802205195 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Joint Commission, a 
body monitoring the implementation of the Lusaka 
Protocol, will hold another special session on 20 Feb- 
ruary. As was pointed out yesterday by Alioune Blondin 
Beye, mediator in the Angolan peace process, the 
meeting will be devoted to the attack on a UN helicopter 
in Quibaxe, Bengo Province, this week. No one died in 
the incident. 


Alioune Blondin left for Bailundo this morning for a 
meeting with Jonas Savimbi on the latest developments 
in the field. Although doubts and mistrusts continue, 
peace is on the right track. 


[Begin recording] [Unidentified correspondent] What 
information do you have abovt a meeting between Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos and Dr. Savimbi? 


[Beye, in French with passage-by-passage translation 
into Portuguese] Yes, the meeting was discussed. I hope 
you will appreciate that I must first report to the head of 
state. After a meeting with the head of state, I will be able 
to say something about this issue. You should know, 
however, that the exchange of views on this issue will 
bring about progress. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Government Moves Arms Without UN Knowledge 


MB1702093295 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Angolan Armed Forces helicopters 
have been ferrying large quantities of war materiel from 
Lubango to Caconda, Caluquembe, and Quilengues 
without the knowledge of the UN Angola Verification 
Mission [Unavem]-2. The UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] military command in 
Huila Province says the operation is designed to launch 
attacks against UNITA positions in the province and to 
hide war materiel from inspection by the Blue Helmets. 


The UNITA military command for Huila Province held 
an emergency meeting to assess the situation. It urged 
Unavem-2 to shoulder its responsibilities in view of the 
flagrant violation of the cease-fire declared almost three 
months ago. 
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Two Mercenary Battalions Moved to Saurimo 


MB1902163195 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Even though the meeting of the 
military leadership in Chipipa recommended the with- 
drawal of all foreign mercenaries from the Angolan terri- 
tory, there are still many of them in the government Army 
ranks. Norato Catanha, Voice of Resistance of the Black 
Cockerel correspondent in Lunda Sul Province, reports 
that two battalions of mercenaries from South Africa, 
Namibia, and Katanga left the city of Dundo, Cuanza 
Norte Province, for the city of Saurimo. Catanha added 
that the Angolan Government intends to hide those mer- 
cenaries in places out of reach of Unavem [UN Angola 
Verification Mission]-2 and Unavem-3. It will be noted 
that the eighth National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA] congress demands the withdrawal of 
all foreign mercenaries from the Angolan territory. 


UNITA Radio Reports Government Operations 


MB2002083595 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Heavily armed government 
forces have been involved in offensive movements in 
Cuanza Sul Province with the goal of seizing positions 
held by UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] armed forces. Our correspondent 
reports that a government military convoy of 23 trucks, 
four BMP-1’s, three tanks, and guns moved to the city of 
Waku Kungo on 16 February. Preparations to storm 
UNITA positions are under way. 


This constitutes a flagrant violation of the Chipipa 
declaration that says troop movements should not take 
place without the knowledge of the sides and the UN 
Angola Verification Mission-2 


Joao de Matos’ Statement Called ‘Dangerous’ 


MB1802170395 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Official sources today described 
the latest statement by General Joao de Matos, chief of 
the General Staff of the Angolan Armed Forces, as 
dangerous for the country’s future. According to our 
sources, Joao de Matos’ statement constitutes an affront 
to the Lusaka accords and clearly reveals the emergence 
of a militarist wing within the Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola [MPLA], which seems to be headed 
by the president of the Republic himself and which could 
plunge the country into war. 


There is a need for urgent measures to guarantee that 
Gen. Joao de Matos does not plunge the country into 
chaos, one of our sources said. He added that the stand 
of National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA] soldiers at the eighth congress, should not be 
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confused. The source said that during the eighth con- 
gress, General Ben-Ben defended a political solution for 
Angola, although this was not the view of all UNITA 
soldiers, particularly those who do not believe the 
MPLA. In conclusion, the source said it is ridiculous and 
wrong for Joao de Matos to base his statement on this 
stand. It therefore called on the United Nations to 
demand an explanation from the MPLA so that [words 
indistinct]. 


The irresponsible statement by Gen. Joao Baptista de 
Matos is being viewed very seriously by the UNITA 
armed forces in Uige Province. UNITA soldiers want 
guarantees that the Waku Kungo decisions will be imple- 
mented despite the blasphemies of the general, who 
represents the MPLA’s militarist wing. 


Meanwhile, Gen. Ben-Ben, chief of the General Staff of 
the Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola, man- 
dated by the UNITA president, is currently in Uige 
Province to speed up the disengagement of forces. Gen. 
Ben-Ben, who is accompanied by UNITA Vice President 
Antonio Sebastio Dembo and Commander Abilio [pas- 
sage indistinct] 


Botswana 


Gaborone Streets Blocked; Business at Standstill 


MB1702174095 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1610 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Most roads were impassable in 
Gaborone this afternoon as groups of people took to the 
streets, stoning vehicles and barricading roads. People 
who went on the rampage also burned tires and put them 
on the roads as barricades. 


The riots follow yesterday’s storming of Parliament by 
the University of Botswana students and students from 
Gaborone Secondary School. Gaborone residential 
areas, particularly Gaborone South and Gaborone West, 
have been hard hit by the unrest. Poln : cleared the 
Gaborone main mall this afternoon, and more shops in 
the mall were closed. 


Meanwhile, the Botswana Center for Human Rights says 
it is mobilizing the NGO [nongovernmental organiza- 
tion] community to act as a peacekeeping force to curb 
any further violent confrontations between the SEC 
[Students Executive Committee] and members of the 
public. The center urged the students and other members 
of the public who are exercising the right to peaceful 
assembly to conduct themselves accordingly, giving the 
authorities no reason to respond violently. 


The center said more violence will not bring back Sega- 
metsi [Mogomotsi, ritually murdered 14-year-old], nor will 
it facilitate further investigations into her death. It said 
more violence will not bring about justice, neither will it 
alleviate the present crisis in Mochudi and Gaborone. 
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The center argued that the present crisis situation rests on 
the shoulders of all parties involved to act responsibly and 
to avoid provocation as well as subsequent confrontation. 


Official Defends Police 


MB1702184495 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted] Josephine 
Hazeley got on the line to Botswana’s minister for 
presidential affairs and public administration, Ponat- 
shego Kedikilwe, just as he was about to address Parlia- 
ment about the disturbances and she asked him if he had 
been surprised by the level of violence. 


[Begin recording] [Kedikilwe] Yes, this is not something 
that is normal in vur country. Normally what happens is 
precisely what some leaders in that village did on 8 
February, in other words, to send a delegation over to me 
and make, well, I suppose certain proposals. That is the 
way we normally have done our business here. 


{[Hazeley] Do you understand that perhaps you have 
irritated students because of the slow action maybe of 
the police and the government? 


[Kedikilwe] Well, I suppose that may very well be their 
thinking, but the information or the communication and 
the consultation as to what steps were taken and how we 
were going about that, that has been known to them. 
Granted they may be growing impatient or have grown 
impatient, but really I thought we were doing everything 
to come to grips with this situation, but of course, you 
see, the main thing on their part and other people is that 
we should sidestep the law, and that is the point of 
friction. 


[Hazeley] Now, when you say the actions and the steps 
you have been taking had been known to them, what do 
you mean? Have you been communicating with them? 


[Kedikilwe] Yes, precisely. That is the point I am 
making, that twice I have been to the village where the 
disturbances have occurred or have started and 
addressed gatherings there—we call it here the kutla— 
and similarly the minister of education has actually 
addressed students at individual schools and then, of 
course, a delegation has been to see me, as I said, on the 
8th of February, then we have been in communication. 
On the 10th of February, | also went back to the village 
and communicated with the people. In fact on the 10th 
that was the day I communicated the fact that we had 
approached the British authorities for assistance. 


[Hazeley] Why do you think this particular case is so 
sensitive to the students then? 


[Kedikilwe] Well, I suppose the cases of ritual murder in, 
I suppose, recent years, we have had more than one and 
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the agitation of the people is possibly in some cases 
understandably taking place. 


{[Hazeley] Now, what about the actions of the police 
yesterday to stop the students demonstrating? It was a 
little bit harsh some commentators say. 


[Kedikilwe] No, I wouldn’t say so, in fact it was most 
lenient, and I will be making that statement, that very 
point in Parliament. 


[Hazeley] But they were using tear gas and rubber bullets 
to disperse the students; surely that is harsh. 


[Kedikilwe] I tell you what, the students were armed with 
stones, were armed with sticks, and mind you, the very 
reason that some of the rioters were able to gain entry 
into Parliament was because the police were seen on the 
ground; they were barely not there. In fact, I have been 
criticized by my fellow parliamentarians for the fact that 
I didn’t have sufficient police presence, this is why the 
dignity of the house and individual members was 
offended. So the students came armed with sticks and 
sharp instruments, this is why one of the security officers 
was injured. So it is not a question of police provocation, 
at least in this case. [end recording] 


Gaborone Reported Calm 


MB1702203495 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1910 GMT 17 Feb 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The rampage that engulfed 
some suburbs of Gaborone this morning abated late this 
afternoon, and the city was reported calm in the evening. 
(Mokgoditsane) village on the outskirts of Gaborone was 
also a scene of violent activity, as witnessed by the heavy 
presence of security forces. Other suburbs of the city 
seemed at ease. 


Continuing Unrest Leaves 1 Dead 


MB1802145995 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1427 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Gaborone Feb 18 SAPA—A 
youth of 18 was shot dead by the police, many shops 
have had their windows broken and at least four cars 
have been burnt out in continuing riots in and around 
the Botswana capital of Gaborone on Saturday. No 
further details of the incident involving the youth were 
available, except that he had been hit in a leg and one 
side of his body. 


A number of students and pupils, including a blind boy 
and a girl of 12, are being treated for injuries after 
clashes with the security forces. Three policemen have 
been seriously injured in the unrest, including one whose 
jaw was broken who suffered possible brain damage. A 
Mochudi doctor told of a narrow escape for himself and 
his family when their vehicle came under attack by three 
men wearing balaclavas at a street barricade, before he 
managed to reverse out and escape. 
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Unemployed people have joined university students and 
schoolchildren in mounting barricades, amidst reports of 
stonings of cars and attacks on businesses. 


With tensions running high among members of the 
Bakgatla tribe, further trouble was being expected in the 
course of the weekend. 


Botswana Defence Force troops and police from the 
paramilitary Special Support Group patrolled the streets 
of Gaborone and Mochudi, about 40 km to the north, in 
the wake of last week’s riots by University of Botswana 
students ostensibly over the ritual killing of a girl of 14. 


On Thursday Botswana’s President Ketumile Masire was 
escorted away from the National Assembly in Gaborone 
when it was invaded by university students, who later 
damaged two banks and looted some shops in the city, 
before they were dispersed with birdshot and teargas and 
the university was barricaded by police and troops. 


The unrest is said tc be related to the murder of Mochudi 
schoolgirl Segametsi Mogomotsi, who was killed in 
November. Four suspects, including her mentally 
retarded father, who is still being held, were arrested. 
The others were freed because of lack of evidence. The 
home of at least one of those released was on Saturday 
under police guard. In earlier unrest, properties 
belonging to those freed was torched. 


Central Africa’s Anglican Archbishop Walter Makhudu 
called for a commission of inquiry into the riots and all 
surrounding issues, including the murder investigation. 


A Botswana sociologist said fear was running high 
among Mochudi’s schoolgirls a number of whom had 
disappeared in the recent past. 


Other reported reasons for the unrest were unemploy- 
ment and the high profile unrest in South Africa has been 
given by Botswana television. 


Party Leader Appeals for Calm 


MB1802210295 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in English 1910 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The leader of the Botswana 
National Front, Dr. Kenneth Koma, has appealed to 
students and the public to remain calm and refrain from 
further acts of violence following demonstrations against 
the murder of Segametsi Mogomotsi. Addressing a news 
conference in Gaborone today, he also appealed to the 
government to expedite a successful conclusion of inves- 
tigations into the matter. 


About the composition of demonstrators, he said it was 
not only students, but various aggrieved groups within 
society such as the unemployed, school dropouts, 
retrenched workers, and other marginalised groups. 


Meanwhile, students have called on the government to 
open schools in Mochudi by Monday the 20th. They also 
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called for the suspects of the murder of Segametsi Mogo- 
motsi to be rearrested and investigations into the matter 
continued by this date. The students made the appeal in a 
petition handed to the minister for commerce and public 
administration, Mr. Ponatshego Kedikilwe, on Thursday. 
The petition was handed to Mr. Kedikilwe following a 
peaceful march to the office of the president to raise 
concern over the murder of Segametsi Mogomotsi. The 
students said the suspects should not have been released 
prior to thorough investigations which they believed were 
not vigorously administered as necessary. 


They also felt it was unjust to close schools in Mochudi 
as the students need to cover the school curriculum 
before sitting for examinations. 


President Warns Rioters To Quit 


MB1902163495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1529 GMT 19 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Gaborone Feb 19 SAPA— 
President Ketumile Masire warned on Sunday that those 
who continued the rioting of the past three days would 
regret it. “I have instructed the Police and Army to 
restore law and order,” he said, speaking in Setswana. 


“Riots are foreign to our way of life,’ he said. “We will 
not allow them to take root in our midst lest they become 
a way of life as is the case in certain other countries.” 


He accused the rioters in Gaborone of having a hidden 
agenda and said their behaviour had nothing to do with 
the ritual murder of a 14-year-old Segametsi Mogomotsi 
in Mochudi 40km north of Gaborone last November. 


Since January 25 this year her former school friends in 
Mochudi have rioted sporadically after police released 
three of the four suspects arrested, who included her 
mentally-retarded father, the only person still being held. 
Rioting by University of Botswana students, who 
claimed they were acting in sympathy with those in 
Mochudi, erupted in Gaborone last week. 


Two policemen have been critically injured in the riots 
and a man was shot dead on Saturday by the police. 


Mozambique 


Supreme Court Chief Criticizes U.S. Report 


MB1702180495 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
4Feb95 pl 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Supreme Court President Dr. 
Mario Mangaze told the Mozambique Information 
Agency on 3 February that ‘he U.S. State Department 
annual report on human rights in Mozambique “con- 
tains many errors.” 


Commenting on the report issued in Maputo by the U.S. 
Embassy Information Service over the weekend, Dr. 
Mario Mangaze, who is a career judge, said: “To say the 
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least, the report demonstrates an ignorance of the Mozam- 
bican reality or else it is a disinformation campaign.” 


Mangaze said this at the Mozambican Heroes Monu- 
ment on 3 February at a celebration of Heroes’ Day. He 
denied the report's allegation that Mozambican judges 
are controlled by the government and, therefore, the 
Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo]. 


He said that “is not true because in some cases the 
Mozambican judicial system is more independent than 
that of the United States.” He said he “challenged 
anybody to debate this issue with me.” 


He said apart from the Supreme Court president and 
vice president, who are “appointed by the head of state” 
according to the Constitution, the remaining Supreme 
Court judges are appointed by the head of state on the 
basis of a list presented by the Supreme Judicial Council. 


He said the list is made up of career judges who have 
been in the profession at least eight years. He said the 
appointment of Mozambican magistrates does not 
depend on party affiliation. “‘In our judicial system we 
have magistrates who do not identify themselves with 
Frelimo’s political philosophy,’’ Mangaze said. 


He said the magistrates appointed by the president of the 
Republic cannot be removed from their posts before 
their retirement or before they reach the age limit 
stipulated by law. He said although it is the president of 
the Republic who appoints magistrates, ‘their day- 
to-day activities are controlled by the Supreme Judicial 
Council. The president of the Republic does not interfere 
in their activities,” he said. 


Mangaze said that when a Supreme Court judge dies in 
the United States, the president selects his or her replace- 
ment, usually from among those people who sympathize 
with his policy. This was observed in recent times during 
Reagan's and Bush’s administration. 


Mangaze said it is not true that the government can 
decide what constitutes a crime against state security, as 
alleged in the report. He said only magistrates can decide 
what constitutes a crime, on the basis of the law. 


He said it is not necessary to be a member of a certain 
political party to be a judge in Mozambique. “We have 
judges with different political tendencies in Mozam- 
bique,” he said. 


Former Justice Minister Ali Dauto also denied accusa- 
tions leveled against him in the U.S. State Department 
report that.he had underestimated the seriousness of 
Renamo’s [Mozambique National Resistance] com- 
plaints that there were still political prisoners in the 
country in 1994. [passage omitted] 


Foreign Minister on U.S. Rights Report 


MB1902203295 Maputo TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mozambican Foreign Minister 
Leonardo Simao visited the United States early this 
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month. On the occasion, the U.S. State Department 
issued a report on human rights in Mozambique. The 
minister did not see the document in Washington and 
did not discuss the issue with the U.S. authorities. In 
general, the report says that there was an improvement 
of human rights in Mozambique last year, but blames the 
Mozambique Police for human rights abuses. The report 
notes that despite the presence of the United Nations, 
the Mozambique Police still perpetrated human rights 
abuses, including unlawful killings and excessive use of 
force on detainees. The report says that the government 
rarely investigated such abuses and never took measures 
against the culprits. 


[Begin recording] [Simao] Concerning the police, what 
happened was that during the war our priority in terms 
of resources was the defense sector, and the police did 
not perfectly assume their responsibilities as an institu- 
tion of our society. Obviously, it is an instrument of the 
state and it is under the government, but there are no 
instructions for the police to act against any political 
party. Judging objectively, one will realize that these 
mistakes by the police affect people of every political 
shade in the country. 


[Unidentified correspondent] Is this not a deliberate 
action by the government to persecute political parties, 
as, for instance, was the case in Tete Province recently 
when Mozambique National Resistance [Renamo] dep- 
uties were assaulted? 


[Simao] No, that is not true, it is not a government policy 
to do so. [end recording] 


However, the U.S. State Department report repeatedly 
cites the Mozambique Police’s frequent involvement in 
corruption and abuses against Renamo members and 
notes thai despite this only once did the interior minister 
announce the expulsion of 100 policemen due to corrup- 
tion and abuse of power. The U.S. State Department also 
says that the police commander in the city of Maputo 
only once announced that 50 policemen were under 
investigation due to irregularities perpetrated during 
elections. 


The judicial power was accused of being unable to oversee 
the government. The so-called fourth power was divided: 
one side—consisting of Radio Mozambique, Mozambique 
Television, and NOTICIAS and DOMINGO—was said to 
be under total control of the government. The other side is 
the so-called independent media, which the report says 
issue the viewpoints of the opposition. 


Dhliakama Closes Renamo Conference 17 Feb 


MB1802190795 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[Report by Gomes Jossumua in Quelimane] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo] President Afonso Dhlakama has 
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announced that all Renamo department chiefs and pro- 
vincial representatives who are Assembly of the Repub- 
lic’s deputies will cease their party functions. He also 
said Renamo intends to create a political training insti- 
tute in central Mozambique. Afonso Dhlakama revealed 
this last night during the closing session of his organiza- 
tion’s national conference. He said the measures are 
aimed at decentralizing Renamo party’s central organs. 


In his closing speech, the Renamo leader said the 
Mozambique Liberation Front [Frelimo] is dividing the 
country into two camps—members of Frelimo and its 
supporters with all the facilities accorded to them, and 
Renamo members and all those who voted for Dhlakama 
and his party. The Renamo leader said Renamo mem- 
bers and sympathizers do not have a right to life, 
employment, education, and health. In view of this 
discriminatory situation, Afonso Dhlakama said he will 
give priority to dialogue with the government. 


[Begin Dhlakama recording] In view of this division, the 
conference recommended that Renamo should try to 
resolve the situation through dialogue with the Frelimo 
government. Likewise, the conference recommended 
that the Renamo party should work side by side with the 
international community to obtain assistance for the 
victims of discrimination. The conference viewed the 
police behavior as threatening peace, stability, and 
democracy. [end recording] 


The Renamo leader also said that two weeks from now 
he will announce the names of new Renamo department 
chiefs and the place where the Renamo political training 
institute will be built. 


Denies Wanting To Divide Country 


MB1802193395 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Manuel Pereira, former rep- 
resentative of the Mozambique National Resistance 
[Renamo], has threatened to divide the country. He said 
Renamo would keep the five provinces where it won last 
October's elections—Nampula, Zambezia, Sofala, Man- 
ica, and Tete—while the Mozambique Liberation Front 
[Frelimo] would control the remaining provinces. 


Speaking in his capacity as the spokesman for the first 
Renamo national conference, which ended in Queli- 
mane, Zambezia Province, last evening, Manuel Pereira 
said the country’s division would be the only alternative 
if the Frelimo government does not agree to give 
Renamo a portion of the revenue from major projects in 
the provinces where it won. He said Renamo needs 
money for its survival. 


Manuel Pereira made this threat at Chuabo Hotel on 16 
February. A few minutes thereafter, the threat spread 
throughout the country. Yesterday, Renamo leader 
Afonso Dhlakama did not hesitate to deny Manuel 
Pereira’s statement. He said his party has no intentions 
to divide the country. 
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[Begin Dhiakama recording] I want to deny the state- 
ment. That will never happen in this country. I have 
always fought for national unity. As a matter of fact, I 
have been speaking about a government of national 
unity. There is no such a thing. There is no such a thing. 
[end recording] 


Afonso Dhlakama alleged that it is Frelimo that has been 
dividing the country because it despises all Renamo 
members, teachers, and officials. Dhlakama confirmed, 
however, that Renamo wants to receive a portion of the 
revenue from major projects in the five provinces where 
it won last October’s elections. 


{Begin Dhlakama recording] Renamo won in the five 
richest provinces in the country. There are two corridors in 
these provinces. The Beira Corridor generates a lot of 
money. This money has not been used to develop the 
central region. We want the Frelimo Party to begin to use 
local revenue for local development. What is more. we 
know that Renamo has no economic foundation. It cannot 
survive without money. The Frelimo Party is determined 
to see our party disappear from the political scene. This 
being the case, we feel that a portion of the revenue 
obtained from the five provinces where we won should be 
destined for the Renamo Party. This is within the frame- 
work of maintaining peace, democracy, and development 
in the country. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Renamo Wants Special Parliamentary Session 


MB1702151795 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[Report by correspondent Gomes Jossumua in Quelimane] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Mozambique National 
Resistance [Renamo] has once again demanded that the 
chairman of the Assembly of the Republic convene a 
parliamentary session before March where the Mozam- 
bican Government should present its program for the 
most important sectors, such as education, health, agri- 
culture, and transportation. Renamo leader Afonso 
Dhliakama said this yesterday outside the proceedings of 
his party’s national conference. 


The Renamo leader said he wrote to the Assembly 
chairman asking him to convene a parliamentary session 
before March. According to him, the session should 
discuss the participation of a Mozambican delegation at 
the donors’ meeting in Paris, France, next month. 
Dhlakama said, however, that he has not received a reply 
yet from Assembly Chairman Eduaz:do Mulembwe. He 
said that through the Assembly, Renamo will intensify 
the struggle against corruption in the country by, 
according to him, Parliament summoning some minis- 
ters to explain if money is not used well. We asked 
Dhlakama whether there was corruption in Renamo as 
well, considering that delegates have been accusing each 
other during the conference. 
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[Begin Dhlakama recording] There is nothing of the sort. 
First, there is no corruption in Renamo because we do not 
have money. Delegates raised issues like the lack of equi- 
table distritution of money during elections, its late arrival 
in some areas, shortage of vehicles or pamphlets in some 
areas, and so on. So it is not corruption but failure to find 
timely solutions. The conference will resolve all these prob- 
lems [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Chissano Rejects Renamo Demands for Revenues 


MB1902163095 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1300 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Joaquim Chissano 
said in Maputo yesterday it is inconceivable to think of 
distributing revenues generated by the country’s 
economy through parties. Chissano was reacting to state- 
ments made by Mozambique National Res 'st2nce leader 
Afonso Dhlakama in Quelimane on 16 Febtuary, that his 
party should benefit from revenues generated from eco- 
nomic activities in Sofala, Manica, Tete, Zambezia, and 
Nampula Provinces. 


Political Parties Comment on Renamo’s Demands 


MB2002121595 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
20 Feb 95 pp 1, 2 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Manuel Pereira, Renamo 
[Mozambique National Resistance] member of Parliament 
and spokesman for the party’s national conference held in 
Quelimane, told the media that if the government did not 
give Renamo a percentage of the income generated in the 
five provinces where the organization won the elections, 
Renamo would divide the country [passage omitted] 


Shortly after Pereira’s remarks, we spoke to several 
opposition leaders and a businessman for their reactions. 


Maximo Dias of the Mozambican Nationalist Move- 
ment-Mozambican Social Democratic Party [Monamo- 
PMSD]: “If he did say that, then it should be repudiated. 
The attitude of any political leader in trying to balkanize 
the country should be fought by all Mozambican forces. 
It is an undemocratic attitude that goes against all 
political guarantees Renamo has given.” Dias said the 
remarks were “highly detrimental to the Mozambican 
economy, and in particular to investors.” 


Since the remarks were made by a spokesman and not by 
the Renamo president, Dias asked: “Shall we believe in 
the leader, who uses diplomacy, or in the spokesman 
who tells the truth?” 


On the question of income demanded by Renamo, Dias 
said: ““Renamo has won popular votes, not taxes.” Dias, a 
presidential candidate in the 1994 elections, said the 
request would not have been improper if it had been made 
to “those who have been subsidizing the country, but not 
the General State Budget.” Dias asked: “Will the govern- 
ment stop funding a hospital to give money to Monamo?” 


oe 
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Antonio Palange, vice president of the Palmo [Mozam- 
bique Liberal and Democratic Party], secretary general 
of the Democratic Union [UD, including Palmo, the 
National Democratic Party, and the Mozambique 
National Party], and a member of Parliament, after 
telling us that he did not know “really what was going on 
in Renamo,” said: “‘As a politician, | am worried. | am 
from Zambezia, one of the provinces at stake. Provinces 
do not belong to parties; the country belongs to Mozam- 
bicans, not to parties.”” He added: “I have never read in 
a newspaper that a party that won in a province is 
entitled to revenue.” Palange says: “[Renamo President] 
Dhlakama is right saying the country is full of corrupt 
people. I would say it is very full.” 


“There has been no change in administration. It is a 
one-party government and Parliament. The UD is on the 
lookout.”” Paiange says Mozambique could only be 
divided through war. “I do not believe that this process 
(of dividing the country) could be done peacefully; wars 
reflect the attitude of irrational men.” 


“We talk of corruption, but if we are not careful we will 
be the successors to corrupt people. Man is always the 
same. There are no saints in this world.” He added: “I 
am not criticizing Renamo; they are men and make 
mistakes.” 


Domingos Arouca of the Mozambique United Front- 
Democratic Convergence Party [FUMO] said: “I fully 
understand the difficulties faced by a large party like 
Renamo [words indistinct]. I also think that in the 
context of deepening and consolidating the spirit of 
national reconciliation, the government could have allo- 
cated a number of ministerial portfolios to Renamo 
because there is no doubt that Renamo has won about 
half of the votes. Obviously, the president did not have 
to do that, but as a show of national reconciliation he 
could have allocated ministerial portfolios to Renamo.” 


But “I must stress that I do not agree that Renamo 
governors should have been appointed to the provinces 
where it has won. Likewise, I do not agree that revenue 
generated in provinces where Renamo won should be 
allocated to that party. That would be extremely dan- 
gerous and could imply a double administration. The 
constitution says the country is a unitary state.” 


The FUMO leader says: “Dhlakama is a responsible 
politician, fully committed to peace. So he is incapable 
of resorting to force to divide the country. I, however, 
understand that the financial difficulties his party is 
experiencing could make him feel desperate and say 
things that do not reflect his real intentions. I believe in 
the Renamo president's good faith and nationalistic and 
patriotic spirit.” 


Abel Mabunda, secretary general of the National Con- 
vention Party, did not want to comment. “I cannot 
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comment on the basis of unreliable sources. I do not 
trust what our press and radio say. I must be careful. I 
would rather talk to someone in Renamo and then air my 
views.” He stressed: “It would not be appropriate to 
comment on the basis of what MEDIAFAX and NOTI- 
CIAS report. It would be emotional.” The journalists 
covering the event in Quelimane “could be telling 60 
percent of the truth because the conference is being held 
behind closed doors.” 


Momade Pereira, chairman of the Nampula Solidarity 
Association, Assana, said: “The statements made by the 
spokesman are probably political. Yet they do worry us 
because they could mean a new war will break out.” He 
added: ‘“‘When one talks of division and a share of the 
budget, it means that we are going to have a divided 
country. I cannot see the government agreeing to what 
Renamo is saying; I see it as a declaration of war.” 
Momade Pereira said: “I do not know whether” Ren- 
amo’s attitude “stems from the views of the people 
where Renamo has won.” 


We tried to find out the Anglican Church’s views on the 
matter, but were told it would be impossible because its 
leaders were away. 


Dom Januario, secretary for the Catholic Church’s 
Mozambique Episcopal Conference, told us: “It is too 
early for us to comment. There should be a meeting of 
the 12 bishops before the church comments.” 


Minister on Reintegration of Renamo Areas 


MB2002135395 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] State Administration Minister 
Alfredo Gamito has told NOTICIAS that the effective 
reintegration of areas under Mozambique National 
Resistance [Renamo] control into the state administra- 
tion will be a long process. Gamito says, however, that 
during the implementation of the General Peace Accord, 
the time of dual administrations was clearly past. In the 
accord it is clearly spelled out that a national commis- 
sion for territorial reintegration was to deal with issues 
relating to the reintegration of the so-called Renamo 
areas. Alfredo Gamito says there are no reasons for 
Renamo to continue claiming the control of certain areas 
and doing so is illegal. 


Chissano Swears In New Provincial Governors 


MB1002193995 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 10 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Maputo this afternoon 
President Joaquim Chissano swore in the governors of 
Sofala, Zambezia, and Nampula Provinces: Felisberto 
Tomas, Rosario Mualeia, and Orlando Pedro Candua. 
[passage omitted] 


Chissano said he hopes the new governors will use 
dialogue to consolidate unity from diverse views. 
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[Begin Chissano recording] You have been appointed to 
your posts under the new multiparty system and at a 
time when a new form of dialogue needs to be intensi- 
fied. You are already aware that you will have oppo- 
nents. Your competence will be demonstrated by 
working with these opponents and benefiting from them, 
making it possible for them to contribute to the success 
of the activities and initiatives you will undertake for the 
people’s welfare. 


I hope that you will use dialogue to build unity from 
diverse views. I hope you have more success than your 
predecessors, who carried out their tasks during a time of 
transition, as we were trying to implant this new policy 
and this new way of life. [end recording] 


Businessman Pays for Renamo Conference 


MB1502080295 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
15 Feb 95 p 3 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Most of the costs of the 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] national 
conference in Quelimane are being covered by Rashid 
Taibo, a well known local businessman. 


He owns, among other businesses, the Zambezia super- 
market and the Josam Commercial Company. 


Taibo is going to pay at least 330,000 contos to the 
Zambeze Hotel for the room and board of some of the 
conference delegates. About 45 delegates are staying at 
the Chuabo, the city’s most expensive hotel. The hotel 
receptionist says the account is in Taibo’s name. We do 
not know the exact rates charged by the Hotel Chuabo, 
but the cheapest room costs 300 contos per day. 


Taibo paid the Zambeze Hotel about 600,000 contos 
during Renamo’s election campaign. 


Taibo is known in Quelimane as one of Renamo’s financial 
backers. There is speculation, however, that Rashid is 
merely a front man and the funds are in fact owned by 
Renamo. The reasons for this speculation are unknown. 


Several delegates told MEDIAFAX that part of the 
conference’s expenses will be paid with money brought 
from Maputo on 14 February by Inacio Mussanhane. 


Niassa delegates to the conference report that Renamo 
owes 142,000 contos to local businessmen. The report 
says the debts must be paid as soon as possible because 
Renamo members have been threatened. 


Renamo also owes huge sums of money in Maputo, 
something that has already been acknowledged by party 
officials. [passage omitted] 


Renamo Demands for Share of Revenue Viewed 


MB2102104095 Maputo DOMINGO in Portuguese 
19 Feb 95 p 8 


(Editorial: “The Parasites and the Gravy Train’’] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] It is an affront to think that 
ordinary Mozambicans—already in dire straits—should 
maintain a party’s parasitical structure. Renamo 
{Mozambique National Resistance] asks (?0r demands) 
that part of the state budget should be diverted to its own 
maintenance. 


What a cheeky and illogical attitude. Everywhere in the 
world parties are financed by socioeconomic forces they 
represent. A party defends the interests of its sponsors. A 
party is supported by its militants and sympathizers, not 
the other way round. Nowhere in the world are those in 
power asked to bankroll the opposition. 


In Mozambique, the rationale seems to be different. But 
that is not only Renamo’s rationale. We are all in the 
same boat. We go cap in hand. We fear we will lose an 
arm, not because it will reduce our working capacity, but 
because we will be a hand short to beg. We come up with 
an idea, but first we think of donors. We are on a gravy 
train. Worse still: We are making this dependence a 
habit. We sell knickknacks that others manufacture and 
consume canned products that others give away. Those 
who produce or who dream of generating wealth are 
faced with millions of obstacles. They also are faced with 
a parasitical state that sucks unacceptably heavy tan s. 
We do not encourage the other hand that wants to work 
and break the cycle of dependence. 
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We risk being listed on the world map as a bazaar, not as 
a country. 


One day donors will grow tired of giving. They do have 
their own domestic problems. Moreover, donors’ aid is 
not merely philanthropic. 


It is true that there is solidarity, but economic interests 
are at play. Such interests demand that Mozambique 
should stand up as a partner and as a country that 
generates wealth and has dignity. International politics is 
not like a father-to-son relationship: No one feeds others’ 
children. 


Renamo could have been a party that introduced a new 
way of thinking. A party that stood against this cult of 
misery. A party that helped break the cap-in-hand pat- 
tern. But that is not the case. Renamo is missing the 
chance of being different, and it is proving to be yet 
another structure envying the taxpayers’s money and a 
parasitical apparatus on the back of Mozambicans. Does 
Renamo want to survive? 


It is the people who need to survive. It is the people, with 
their daily sweat, who generate the state budget. Does 
Renamo want to be strengthened? Let it think of drafting 
productive schemes; let it side with economic forces that 
are likely to help it. But let it not ask—or worse still— 
demand that the world’s poorest people support it. 
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Liberia 


Tanzanian Troops Request Withdrawal From 
Duties 


AB1702192595 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa’”’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Tanzanian troops serving in the 
peacekeeping force [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] have asked 
to be withdrawn, claiming that they have stayed in 
Liberia too long. 


The chief of the United Nations Military Observer 
Mission in Liberia, General Daniel Opande, has con- 
firmed that the Tanzanian troops have asked the United 
Nations to facilitate the withdrawal. They have plainly 
stated that they came for six months, he said. And they 
have stayed now for more than a year, and they don’t 
know just how long they can stay without knowing what 
is happening. 


Gen. Opande described the Tanzanian request as a 
major setback in the Liberian peace process, saying, at 
the moment more troops are needed to be deployed 
throughout the country. 


ECOMOG To Rid Camps of Armed Factions 


AB1802141595 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Economic Community of 
West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group 
[ECOMOG] is back on the front line. The peacekeepers 
are determined to rid the displaced persons’ camps of 
faction fighters, who have infiltrated the camps in large 
numbers. Jeremy Zamba has a report: 


[Zamba] The number of residents in the Buchanan area 
alone has increased fivefold due to the infiltration of the 
town by armed faction fighters, who pass themselves off 
as displaced people. The situation is becoming particu- 
larly alarming for the African mediation force, especially 
as the infiltrators are reportedly threatening the peace 
and quiet of people in the camps and humanitarian 
organizations. Everything must be done to ward off any 
eventualities, ECOMOG officials are saying to them- 
selves. General Inienger, the force’s Nigerian com- 
mander, has therefore urged the troops to remain alert at 
all times in the areas controlled by ECOMOG. In a 
succinct, but very sensible manner he told them: Assume 
your responsibility as far as the protection of the dis- 
placed persons are concerned. [passage omitted] 


LPC Holds Hostages; Aid Agencies Operational 
AB1802164195 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
1400 GMT 18 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] A number of marketers and 
displaced persons en route to Buchanan are being held 
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hostage by fighters of the Liberia Peace Council [LPC] 
near Buchanan City. Reports reaching LBS [Liberian 
Broadcasting System] indicate that the fighters are 
holding the civilians pending reactions from residents of 
Buchanan over an incident in which an LPC fighter 
struck a civilian with an iron rod on the head on 
(?Thursday) [16 February] and was killed. The fighters, 
according to the reports, vowed to kill the civilians in the 
event their men are attacked by residents of the city. 


Grand Bassa County Superintendent Moses Var, the 
reports said, had formally taken up the issue with the 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] Brigade stationed 
in Buchanan, and was assured that the issue would be 
taken care of. Supt. Var also informed reporters that a 
request was made to ECOMOG to extend its buffer 
zones beyond a certain point so as to increase the safe 
areas around the city. 


In a related development, the (?ARCS) [expansion 
unknown] and other relief organizations in the city have 
resumed operations following a brief cessation of their 
activities. The organizations briefly ceased their operations 
when (?ARCS) personnel were assaulted by LPC fighters 
near the (?National Rubber Company) in Buchanan. 


Chief Taylor Begins Tour To Meet Warlords 


EA1802154395 Nairobi KNA in English 1025 GMT 
18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Liberia, 18 Feb 
(KNA/PANA)—Liberian patriarch and chairman- 
designate of the proposed new council of state, Tamba 
Taylor, has embarked on a new round of shuttle diplo- 
macy among Liberian warlords in a bid to restart the 
stalled Liberian peace process. The initiative, which is 
expected to take him to the bases of the various warlords 
in rural Liberia, comes in the wake of the abrupt cancel- 
lation this week of a consultative conference of the 
faction leaders and politicians in Monrovia. Although 
both the National Patriotic Front of Liberia, NPFL, 
leader, Charles Taylor, and the leader of the United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy, Ulimo, Alhaji 
Koromah, had declared their willingness to attend the 
Monrovia talks, both men failed to turn up for fear of 
their personal safety, observers said. 


Tamba Taylor said in a meeting [on] Thursday [16 
February] with members of the transitional committee 
set up to spearhead preparations for the installation of 
the council that he was hopeful that further consultations 
with the warlords would be useful in resolving the 
remaining differences on the composition and leadership 
of the council. 


This initiative, which receives support from local and 
international groups, including the peacekeeping force, 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], the UN observer 
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mission, Unomil [UN Observer Mission in Liberia], and 
the newly-appointed U.S. special envoy to Liberia, Dane 
Smith, will take Taylor to the rebel strongholds of 
Gbarnga, Tubmanburg and Voinjama. He is scheduled 
to leave [on] Saturday for Tubmanburg, Bomi County, 
for a meeting with General Roosevelt Johnson, leader of 
the Krahn faction of Ulimo. He will later travel to 
Gbarnga, Bong County, and Voinjama, Lofa County, for 
a meeting with NPFL leader Charles Taylor and Ulimo 
- leader Alhaji Koromah, respectively. 


Since his arrival here nearly two weeks ago (his very first 
visit to the Liberian capital since the war), Taylor, 
considered the longest serving traditional ruler in 
Liberia, has won the hearts and minds of Liberians with 
his ready wit, tremendous wisdom, and expressed neu- 
trality in the Liberian conflict. His selection by the main 
Liberian warlords has been generally welcomed by 
Liberians as the most suitable compromise to break the 
stalemate over the head of the new council of state. 


Government Bans Scrap Metal, Rubber Exports 


AB1802164595 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
1400 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Government of Liberia has 
banned the exportation of scrap metal. A release quoting 
Information Minister Joe Dominic Mulbah said the 
decision was unanimously taken at a joint Council of 
State meeting held yesterday at the Executive Mansion. 


Professor Mulbah said government had resolved that the 
exportation of scrap metal was (?weighing against) infra- 
structure. He said the government has ordered the 
national security forces and ECOMOG [Economic Com- 
munity of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] to arrest any person involved in this practice. He 
warned that people found violating government lands 
would be prosecuted under the laws of Liberia. 


Meanwhile, the government has also suspended the 
exportation of rubber until otherwise ordered. Mr. 
Mulbah said the decision is necessitated by govern- 
ment’s intention to establish the real ownership of 
farmers whose rubber was being exported. He said as 
soon as government puts in place an effective mecha- 
nism to determine the ownership of rubber leaving the 
country, the suspension would be lifted. 


Sierra Leone 
Government Destroys ‘Major Rebel Base’ 


Claims 94 Rebels Killed 


AB1702130595 Paris AFP in English 1202 GMT 
17 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, Feb 17 (AFP)—A 
major rebel base in central Sierra Leone has been ‘‘com- 
pletely destroyed” and 94 rebels have been killed in two 
attacks in the west African country, defence department 
Officials said Friday. 
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The base in the Kangari Hills, 170 kilometres (105 miles) 
east of Freetown, is believed by the military government 
to have been used to launch raids on a major highway. 


A defence department spokesman described the base, 
which stretches over some 35 kilometres (20 miles), as “‘a 
strategic point from which rebels had carried out almost 
non-stop ambushes and attacks” on a highway leading to 
the diamond-rich Kono district in the east. 


Mass graves were discovered at the camp, suspected to 
contain the corpses to civilians abducted and killed by 
rebels of Foday Sankoh’s Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) rebels during the four-year civil war, according to 
state radio. 


A total of 71 rebels were reported to have died in that 
attack and another 23 rebels were killed Thursday as 
government forces repelled an ambush in Tihun near the 
town of Matru, 155 kilometres (95 miles) southeast of 
Freetown. 


No figures have been given for losses on the government 
side. 


The civil war began in 1991 as a bid to topple former 
President Joseph Momoh, who was ousted by a military 
coup in April 1992 which brought Captain Valentine 
Strasser to power. 


In recent months a series of contacts have raised hopes of 
a negotiated settlement, but there was also an upsurge in 
fighting at Christmas, with attacks reported across the 
country. 


Further on Destruction of Base 


AB1702183095 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 17 Feb 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Just as there are increasing 
international calls for peace in Sierra Leone, the RUF 
[Revolutionary United Front] rebels of Foday Sankoh 
have been stepping up their attacks in raids on mining 
sites, villages, and road communications, and now the 
Sierra Leone Army claims it’s been hitting back hard, 
inflicting heavy defeats on the rebels. From Freetown, 
Victor Silver telexed this report: 


According to military and Defense Department sources, 
government troops have now succeeded in destroying a 
big rebel base in the Kangeri Hills in the north of the 
country. Ground forces, aided by air support, are said to 
have completely destroyed the base yesterday. The gov- 
ernment forces claim to have killed at least 30 rebels. 
They also claim to have captured weapons, ammunition, 
and food items such as rice and palm oil. The Kangeri 
Hills have a commanding view of the economically 
important roads stretching from the Makeni in the north 
to Kono in the east. From their vantage point, the rebels 
could have easily planned their attacks on the roads 
before vanishing into the hills. Military sources say that 
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the rebels used the Kangeri Hills base to turn the 
Makeni-Kono Highway into a road to hell. National 
news reported last night that government troops had also 
discovered a number of mass graves where the rebels had 
put the bodies of their victims. One military source 
claimed that 35 bodies were found in one grave. 


News of government successes are being met with mixed 
feelings here. The majority are heartened, but a small 
group feels that the government should have taken this 
action a long time ago against what most people consider 
to be a bunch of crooks bent on banditry and mayhem. 


RUF Claims of Attack on Nigerians Denied 


AB1902195895 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 19 Feb 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The authorities in Sierra Leone 
have dismissed claims by the RUF [Revolutionary 
United Front] rebels that they had ambushed a convoy 
of Nigerian soldiers. The claim that 11 Nigerians had 
been killed and 19 captured, was described by the 
authorities in Freetown today as a figment of the rebels’ 
imagination and the sign of the RUF’s hunger for 
publicity, but the rebels have now given their first 
reaction to international calls for a dialogue with the 
Sierra Leone Government. They sent an open letter to 
the heads of the OAU, the Commonwealth, and the UN. 
Our West African correspondent, David Banford, has 
seen a copy of the letter and, on the line, Jeremy Skeet 
asked him what it says: 


[Begin recording] [Banford] The letter said it appreciated 
the international efforts to secure a peace agreement in 
Sierra Leone, but it was basically saying that the RUF is 
not interested in talking peace until the foreign troops 
that are in the country are withdrawn. It lists them as the 
Nigerians, the Guineans, and the Ghanaians—but the 
Ghanaians have said they don’t have any troops in Sierra 
Leone—but the RUF insists that they do. Until these 
troops are gone and these countries and Britain stop 
providing military help to Sierra Leone, then there will 
be no talks, and even no communications. 


[Skeet] Do they think the reason they can’t get the upper 
hand in this war is because of these foreign troops? 


[Banford] Well, that’s of course not the way they put it. 
What they say 1s the Nigerian troops and the other troops 
have no business in Sierra Leone, and what they do not 
want is to see Sierra Leone turning into a new Liberia in 
which ECOMOG [Economic Community of West Africa 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]-type forces are fighting 
with them, the same way they are fighting with the 
National Patriotic Front in Liberia. But it is clear that 
it’s the Nigerian troops in particular that have been 
giving them a hard time militarily. It’s the Nigerians that 
have provided the artillery support and the air bombard- 
ment support, and now that is what seems to be both- 
ering the RUF most of all. 
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[Skeet] But in this letter does it say it won’t talk to any 
international organizations such as the UN or the OAU, 
or only not to the Government of Sierra Leone? 


[Banford]} The open letter itself is not specific. It just lists 
these demands and says the process can’t go forward 
without these demands. However, the RUF spokesman, 
Alimamy Sankoh, who has been in Abidjan recently, he 
expanded on this and said that all communications were 
being broken off, including the communications, for 
instance, with the aid agencies over the negotiations to 
release the 17 or so foreign hostages that the rebels have. 


[Skeet] Now I hear also that you’ve been finding out 
something about the political goals of the RUF. 


[Banford] One problem that has always been there with 
this particular conflict is that it has never been clear 
exactly what the RUF wants, and it has been very hard to 
find out, and what is happening is they are starting to make 
political documents available, and in particular one which 
is dated a year ago that they said they have not been able 
to get it out of the country and even type it out because 
they don’t possess word processors or anything like that. 
But now it is available. It spells out the objectives... 
[pauses] the longer-term objectives of the RUF. Indeed, 
these include, for instance, the establishment of a govern- 
ment of national unity in Sierra Leone, the organization of 
a national conference similar to what is taking place in 
other West African countries, but it has no confidence in 
the military government which, it says, must go. 


[Skeet] Now that the world is taking some interest in the 
RUF, is time to become respectable as such? 


[Banford] I think it trying to show the world that it does 
have an identity beyond just being a group of mostly 
bandits raiding isolated villages. Some of its members used 
to belong to former political movements such as the Sierra 
Leone People’s Democratic League and various intellec- 
tuals who were in various areas of politics and they seem to 
have come together, and it’s these people that seem to be 
formulating this policy—but they all say that Foday 
Sankoh 1s the chairman. The RUF is not divided into 
factions. Now whether or not this is true of course remains 
to be seen, but this is what they are saying. 


[Skeet] Now, you mentioned that the RUF wanted 
Ghana to withdraw its troops from Sierra Leone. Ghana 
says they haven’t the troops, so what exactly is this sort 
of interest in Ghana? 


[Banford] The situation regarding the RUF in Ghana 
seems to have changed considerably. In the earlier letters 
and notes from the RUF spokesman, Alimamy Sankoh, 
he insisted that Ghana must play the main mediating 
role if there were going to be peace talks at all. Now they 
seem to have made Ghana into an enemy of the RUF by 
saying Ghana has its troops there—something which 
Ghana denies. So obviously, whatever Ghana has done 
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has upset the RUF considerably, and they want to break 
off any relations with Ghana. [end recording] 


Nigerian Official Denies Claims 


AB2002113095 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 
1030 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A spokesman for the Nigerian 
military contingent in Sierra Leone has dismissed claims 
by the rebel Revolutionary United Front, RUF, that it 
successfully attacked a Nigerian convoy there on Sat- 
urday [18 February]. The spokesman described the RUF 
claim as a fabrication intended to attract international 
attention. He said the claim was totally a pack of 
falsehood. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, more Sierra Leoneans are reported to have 
fled into neighboring Guinea, bringing the number of 
refugees at the border areas to 50,000. They said they 
were fleeing the north of the country following warnings 
by the rebels that they were launching attacks on the 
town of Kabala where foreign nuns were abducted last 
month. Local officials in Guinea said the refugees were 
in urgent need of food, drinking water, and medicine. 


RUF Massacres Civilians in Bo District 


AB2002220895 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 20 Feb 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Reports have been coming in 
tonight of a massacre in southern Sierra Leone, and a 
finger is being pointed at the RUF [Revolutionary 
United Front] rebels. From the southern provincial 
capital, Bo, Al Hassan Sillah reports: 


[Begin Sillah recording] Latest reports from rebel-held 
areas of (?Matru-Gbonge) in the Bo District say the rebels 
have continued to wreak havoc and cause mayhem on the 
civilian population and their homes. One account from the 
area said scores of civilians were summarily executed by the 
rebels in the town of Tihun, which they reportedly captured 
from government forces on Saturday [18 February]. 


In one instance at Tihun, reports say, some women were 
arrayed at the native court [word indistinct] in the town- 
ship, petrol was poured on them and later set ablaze. 
Hundreds of townspeople were said to have been forced 
out of their homes to witness these gory killings, while their 
homes were later set on fire. At the moment, many 
able-bodied men in Tihun are reported to have fled into 
the bush, and the rebels are said to have restated that they 
are avenging the deaths of their comrades killed in two 
separate encounters with government forces last week. 


Fifteen people, mostly with gunshot wounds, are 
reported to have escaped to Bo. One woman, Hawa 
Gimba, from nearby Semabu village, who has since been 
taken in at the Bo Government Hospital, could hardly 
speak when I visited her this afternoon. Apparently in 
agony over gunshot wounds in at least two areas of her 
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right foot, and still clearly traumatized, the woman could 
only make signs with her hands, signs that indicated to 
me and others by her bedside that she had seen many 
people killed. [end recording] 


Eetonee Ministry Says Ghana Not Involved in 
ar 


AB1802161595 Paris AFP in English 1553 GMT 
18 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Freetown, Feb 18 (AFP)— 
Sierra Lecne’s Defence Ministry said Saturday [18 Feb- 
ruary] that Ghana was not involved in Freetown’s four- 
year armed struggle with rebels in the south of the 
country. ““No Ghanaian jet or pilots are taking part in the 
war,” a ministry spokesman said. 


On Thursday, the rebel Revolutionary United Front’s 
(RUF) political and foreign affairs co-ordinator Ali- 
mamy Sankoh told AFP that Ghanaian “commandos 
and jet bombers” had joined Guinean and Nigerian 
troops to support the military government in the war. 
The rebels have also accused former colonial power 
Britain of supporting the military regime. 


Accusing Ghana’s President Jerry Rawlings of taking 
sides in the conflict, Sankoh claimed seven Ghanaian 
“commandos” had recently been captured by the RUF 
in Sierra Leone. Accra strenously denied the allegations. 
Western diplomatic sources in Freetown said Ghana did, 
however, have a “small contingent” in Sierra Leone, 
mainly charged with guarding Freetown’s international 
airport as part of their mandate with the West African 
peacekeeping force ECOMOG [Economic Community 
of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], 
deployed in neighbouring Liberia. 


The RUF rebels have demanded the withdrawal of all 
foreign troops and military advisors from Sierra Leone 
before they will engage in peace talks with the military 
junta led by Captain Valentine Strasser. Strasser took 
power at the head of a National Provisional Ruling 
council in a coup in April 1992, two years into a civil war 
which began as a bid to topple former president Joseph 
Momoh. The war, sparked in May 1991 by the RUF’s 
corporal Foday Sankoh, has killed 8,000 people 
according to figures released Saturday by the Defence 
Ministry. 


BBC Radio Profiles Rebel Leader Foday Sankoh 


AB1802205095 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 18 Feb 95 


[From the “Weekly Profile” segment of the “Focus on 
Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] One man who has been in the 
news ever since the start of this year is the elusive Sierra 
Leonean dissident leader, Foday Sankoh. The former 
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Army corporal is rarely seen or heard from but his RUF 
{Revolutionary United Front] rebel movement has been 
causing havoc for nearly four years now, and they are 
currently holding dozens of hostages. Journalist Roy 
Stevens met Foday Sankoh long before he launched his 
rebellion. Here is his portrait of the leader of tie Sierra 
Leonean rebels: 


[Stevens] My first meeting with the enigmatic and elu- 
sive figure was in 1978 in Kenema, in the Eastern 
Province of Sierra Leone. At that time, Sankoh had been 
out of jail for about a year after he was granted an 
amnesty by the then president, Siaka Stevens. Sankoh 
had been convicted and sentenced to prison for his part 
in an alleged coup plot against the Stevens regime in 
1972. However, he tells the story differently. He said he 
was wrongly imprisoned, and that because of his friend- 
ship with a senior Army officer implicated in the coup 
attempt, he had been arrested. He also told me that he 
thought he had been picked on because he hailed from 
the north. 


Although released from jail, Sankoh was discharged from 
the Army as a corporal. When I met him he was lean and 
fit and wearing a short-sleeved shirt and shorts. Foday 
Sankoh was earning his living as a photographer working 
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at the Kenema Agricultural Trade Fair grounds. He was 
married at the time, his wife coming from Daru, in the 
east, and had four children. He soon moved to Sheng- 
boma, a town just outside the Army camp in Daru, but 
by 1982 had moved to Bo, the second city in Sierra 
Leone. It is at this time, when Sankoh was about 40, that 
details about his movements and whereabouts became 
sketchy. Many people believe that he spent up to five 
years in Libya undergoing military training. The next 
that was heard of him was when he launched his RUF 
movement in 1991. 


Though not an articulate speaker, Foday Sankoh is persis- 
tent and has won many an argument because he refuses to 
give up. Since launching his war, he has tried to project a 
paternal image and captured rebels have referred to him as 
the old man, and, perhaps, to perpetuate this image he 
sports a white beard. Although there are some people in 
Sierra Leone who think that Foday Sankoh is dead, I 
believe that this is not the case. I think that he uses his 
knowledge of the people, and geography of the areas he 
operates in to successfully evade government troops; but 
then again, I could be wrong, and the Foday Sankoh that so 
many of the rebels owe their allegiance to could not be the 
same Foday Sankoh I met so long ago. 
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